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Publishers

Story

NANA AKWASI BONSU

Celebrating Legacy and Leadership

v Story Magazine extend our warmest wishes
everyone. May this year bring you success, joy, and
fulfilment in all your endeavours.

To our cherished readers, we say thank you. Your unwavering
support, feedback, and encouragement have been the wind
beneath our wings, We are deeply grateful for the journey we've
shared so far, and we are excited w continue inspiring and
building Africa, one storyata time.

Sewen years ago, on the 24rh of February 2018, we launched our
very first edition. Today, as we celebrare our 7th anniversary, we
proudly present our 1%th edidon. It's been a remarkable
jcurney, one filled with growth, learning, and impact.

My Story Magazine is a product of MSM Media, a 360-degree
media company specializing in printing and publishing, Owver
the vears, we've documented the experiences of owver 300
individuals from all walks of life—entrepreneurs, leaders, and
visionaries whose stories have not only inspired but also
transformed lives,

Our mission has always been clear: to help entrepreneurs reflect
on their past, present, and future. Through their stories, we
instil HOPE, GRATITUDE, and FULFILMENT.

We believe that every journey, no marter how challenging, holds
lessoms that can inspire others to rise,

This edition, themed Legacy and Leadership: A Journey with
Legends, is a restament to that beliet. We are honored ro fearurs
D, James Orleans-Lindsay, who graced our very first cover and
remains a pillar of support. His story, alongside those of young,
dynamic leaders like Gabriel Kwamigah Tanko (CEQ of Sesi
Edem Company Led and founder of Tanko Foundation), Dr.
Emmanuel Obiri Yeboah (founder of Meboafio Foundation),
Mr. Alvin Ofori {(Alof Group Led), and Ing. Debrah of Pedlo

Enengy, reminds us of the power of resilience and vision.

This edition also delves into the everevolving world of
eryprocurrencies and the fintech industry, offering insights into
the furure of business and innovation in Africa. We are
committed o staying ar the forefront of change, equipping our
readers with knowledge and inspiration to navigate the
complexities of the modern world,

As we reflect on our journey, we are humbled by the impact

we've made. From our humble beginnings to becoming a
trusted voice in Africa’s entrepreneurial landscape, we've come

ml www.mystorymagazine.com | #legacyedition

a long way. None of this would have been possible without the
support of key individuals, Prophet Bernard ElBernard, who
birthed this vision and provided our first seed capital and cameray
Dr. James Orleans-Lindsay, who offered his office ar Cantonment
for our maiden lounch; and King Kwasi Kyei Darkwah, whose
counsel has been imvaluable. To my incredible team, your dedication
and hard work have been the backbone of this magazine.

To every individual who has supported us from day one, and to our
readers who keep us on our toes with their reviews—thank you. And
o my dear wife, your unwavering support and push have been my
greatest strength. You've ensured every edition is republished just as
planned, and for that, Lam erernally grareful.

Aswe celebrate this milestone, we invite the business world in Africa
to join us in this journey, My Seory Maguzine® is more than juse a
publication; it's a movement. We document the experiences of
entrepreneurs, helping them reflect, grow, and inspire others.
Through our stories, we build hope, grarimade, and fulfillment. We
are not just telling stories; we are shaping the future of Africa,

Here's to the next chapter of My Story Magazine. Together, let's
continue o inspire and build Africa, one story at a time. God bless
ug all, and may He keep our journey forward.

“My Story Magazine: Inspiring and Building AFRICA, One Story at
aTime!®
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His Excellency John Dramani Mahama,
President of the republic of Ghana

Jane Naana Opoku-Agyemang
Vice-President of Ghana
Ghana’s First Female Vice President
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CELEBRATING

GABRIEL TANKO KWAMIGAH - ATOKPLE
( TOGBUI NYAXORLADEAKORLA )

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE
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TOP TEN (10) BUSINESS TRENDS
TO WATCH OUT FOR IN 2025

1. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (Al) %EE’TERT%N,’;L{E;IQT AND o
M SROCES IGITAL CONTENT CREATION:

—_ . . . Ghana's creative industry from Afrobeats to
Businesses are increas ging Al to
Nollywood collaborations is gaining global

improve decisi mnmking‘ tomer service, and
= attention.

operational efficiency. In Ghana, sectors like
banking, retail, and agriculture are adopting Al

Social media and streaming platforms have
o stay com

created opportunities for content creators to
monetize their work. By showcasing Ghanaian
culture and talent, this industry not only boosts

and improve accuracy, making hunlnc&
efficient.

tl'lt_' economy IJUE R]S['l positions C‘lhﬂnkl a5 a lt‘il\jt_’l'

F()l’ instanct 'Ch’dl['bi s tnhancc customer
ient, while predictive analytics helps
retatler» optimize inventory. As Al tools become
dable, even small businesses will z
ympanies that offer |

in African entertainment.

al brands benefit by partnering with creators

lized A ) for marketing. Platforms that help creators
L . . .

monetize through subscription models,

ailored to Ghana’s unique market : ;
merchandise, or ad revenues will dominate.

needs will gain an edge.

International collaborations will also amplify the
reach of Ghanaian content.

3. GROWTH OF THE CIRCULAR minimize resource use while creating new
ECON Oh.iY: revenue streams ['I"ITUL[IL{}'[ innovative
product designsand s As consumer
demand for sustainability ir ases

Circular economy is basically understood as a -
i Y 2y = € companies embracing the circular economy

waste management and recycling strat The
circular economy is a model of product
and consumption, which involves sharing,
reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling
existing materials and products as long as
possible. The circular economy has become a key
trend as companies shift toward more
es by focusing on reducing
ng materials, and extending
PT'J(_{LIL[ Ilit_‘ C \‘Ll(“\ Thl‘\ ml'ﬂ_l(,l contrastsw lth r}‘!t_‘
traditional “take, make, dispos PTO: _
prioritizing recycling, l_tpt\jtllﬂg. '.1nd
remanufacturing, allowing businesses to

can reduce operational costs, improve brand
loyalty, and tap into emerging markets such
as refurbished goods or eco-f

products. This shift is particularly sig

for businesses in sectors like manufacturing
and agriculture.

|| www.mystoryrmagazine.com | #legacyedition
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5.RISEOFELECTRONIC
COMMERCE (E-COMMERCE)
AND DIGITAL PAYMENT
SOLUTIONS:

E-commerce and digital payment solutions are
fun- components of modern business and is
ected to maintain dominant influence in

4.SUSTAINABIL] AND 2025. Businesses have embraced technology to

; engage with customers and streamline

CIRCULAR ECONOMY: transactions. [n the coming year, the expansion
of eccommerce platforms and the adoption of

The global shift toward sustainability is digital payment methods will continue to reshape
consumer expectations and provide busin
People are increasingly seeking eco-friendly with the tools to reach wider audiences.
products and solutions that minimize
environmental impact. Businesses that embrace E-commerce allows sinesses to transcend

influencing consumer behavior in Ghan

stainability— such as using recycled materials or
ring waste management services—gain

consumer trust and regulatory support.
Th 15 1].&() opeEns Llp new revenue streams. StJl’tLlpn
turning waste into products like building
materials, clothing, or household items will
thrive. Partnerships with international
organizations focused on sustainability will
further drive this trend.

phical boundaries, reaching customers
s the globe with ease. Platforms such as
Tl.]]"tilt(\n 3“\.{ AA]TI o1 I'].'[l\-" - Lifn'l(_'lnstratt_‘tj

the immense potential of online marketplaces,

where businesses can showcase products,
streamline supply chains, and optimize inventory
ment. Paired with the convenience of

this trend provides

pping experience.

spread use of mobile money
services like MTN Mobile Money a ‘odafone
Cash has already transformed financial
transactions, enabling even small businesses to
operate digitally. This trend is set to continue to
empower Ghanaian businesses to expand their
reach, modernize operations, and thrive in an
increasingly digital economy.

6. BLOCKCHAIN FOR
SECURE TRANSACTIONS:

7. RISE OF PROPTECH
Blockchain technology is gaining | AND REAL ESTATE
global recognition for its ability to
ensure secure, trans
tamper-pro
In Ghana, its applications in financial
services, land registration, and supply
chain management are emerging as
game changers.

housing and commercial property sectors. With
ing lemand for housing solutions and

technology will become essential for
estate

transactions.
Tools like virtual reality tours, online

Blockchain reduces fraud and builds

trust, especially in sectors where
marketplaces, and property management

platforms are already making their mark.
PropTech not only simplifies the real estate
process but also improves transparency, which is
crucial in Ghana's property market where trust
issues are common. Investors, realtors, and
tenants stand to benefit from streamlined
operations and access to data-driven insights.

As more tech-savvy individuals enter the market

transparency is often a concern, such
as real estate and agriculture.

[t also facilitates cross-border trade by
simplifying payment proce

Companies and startups that
integrate blockchaininto their
operations will attract tech-savvy

consumers and investors. R s
and the government priorit affordable

housing, innovative platforms will dominate.
PropTech companies offering solutions tailored
to the local market—such as platforms with

Partnerships with regulatory bodies

to formalize its use will further drive

adoption. :
integrated payment options—will gain significant
traction.

#legacyedition | www.mystorymagazine.com
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8. AGRITECH AND PRECISION
FARMING:

Agriculture remains a backbone of Ghana's
economy, employing a large percentage of the

population,

However, inefficiencies such as poor resource
allocation and weather-related challenges persist.
AgriTech solutions, including drones, IoT
sensors, and Al-based analysis, are addressing

these gaps.

By optimizing farming , AgriTech
enhances productivity, reduces waste, and
increases profitability for farme also appeals
to younger generations by maki ulture
more technology-driven and less labor-intensive.
As food security bec a global concern,
AgriTech companies focu on Ghana's staple

am—will attract
funding.

9. HEALTHTECH AND
TELEMEDICINE:

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the
importance of remote healthcare solutions. In
Ghana, access to healthcare remains uneven,
especially in rural areas. Telemedicine plz

and mobile clinics are closing this gap.

Health-Tech ensures that people in remote
regions can ac consultatio rescriptions,
and diagnostics with-out traveling long dista

I[ H]SU T'L'lLIU.L't‘H tht‘ bltrdcn on l'raditii_.\nal
healthcare facilities.

The government’s focus on universal healthcare
will spur partnerships with private HealthTech
providers.

ympanies integrating or diagnostics and
wearable technology for monitoring health will
lead the sector.

Government and private sector partnerships will
accelerate adoption.

- ) "~ ~
8. AGRITECH AND PRECISION s s offering hybrid learning
FARMING: models—combining online and offline
experiences will dominate. Partnerships
The demand for practical, industry-relevant with universities and industry players will
education is growing as traditional academic further legitimize these platforms.
paths no longer guarantee employment,

< Digital learning platforms are filling this void
' by offering irses in tech, finance, and
entrepreneurship.

S By providing affordable and accessible

e ’ learning opportunities, EdTech is equipping
Ghanaians with skills needed in emerging
industries.

This fosters a more competitive workforce.

SOURCE: THE GHANA BUSINESS SUSTAINABILITY REPORT
Q4 2024 EDITION
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Clara Naa

Koshie Lamptey

An interviewwith Clara
Background Story & Upbringing

Can vou share with us your background
story! What was your upbringing like,
and how has your family or environment
shaped the entreprencur you are today?

grew up in a Christian home with a
very srrict upbringing. My father was
exeremely disciplined, and thar shaped
my values from an early age. Family uniry,
love, and shared rml‘rﬂnsihilih,- were the
foundation of my dhildhood. We always
did things rogether, supported one
another, and exchanged ideas. Thar strong

family bond has influenced the way |
approach business, teamwork, and
leadership roday.

Entrepreneurship runs in my blood. My
father was a businessman who loved
trading, and my mother was also a banker
but was involved in sales, selling various
irems as [ was growing up. Warching them
work instilled in me a natural passion for
business,

I've always been draven to
entrepreneurship, and over the vears, ['ve
explored multiple ventures. 1 starred with
Mary Kay makeup, becoming a Mary Kay
distributor in Ghana.

[ later venrured inro lingerie, UK and LIS
groceries, kitchenware and houschold
essentials from the UK. Ar one poinr, |
even branded my owmn Ll'd_1|11 oil and
coconut oil. | was always testing the
market, learning, and t:‘L'c)l'\.'il‘:g.

Each of these experiences raughr me
something valuable abour business, te.
understanding customer needs, pricing,
branding, and resilicnce, Eventually, all
these lessons led me to Hair Spice, where |
found my true entrepreneurial passion in
the beatity indusery. Looking back, every
venture played a role in shaping the
entrepreneur | am roday.

The Role of Educarion in My
EII'EF\,&L‘"F\' neurial qu Iy

Whar I'Ul(' hilﬂi l:l.i uﬂati:lﬂl'l—{lll‘mﬂl or
informal—played in shaping your
entrepreneurial journey, and how has it
impacted your business decisions!

Education has played a significant role in
shaping the entrepreneur [ am roday, but i
[ had to pinpeint one experience thar truly
defined me, irwould be my senior high
school education ar St. Rose s a Catholic
school known for its strict discipline and
structured way of life.

At St. Rose's evervthing was done in an
orderly manner—there wasaway to walk, a

=y to speak, a way to handle
responsibilities. Puncrualivy, organization,
and discipline were non-negotiable, and
these values became deeply ingrained in
me.

That structured enviconment shaped my
strong sense of organizardon, which has
become one of my biggest serengths as an
entrepreneut. To this day, people who
know me well-family, friends, and
CUIE{EIﬂLlf-&-("FEtn rl:m'zn'k on i'l‘L!\'r'
particular | am abour order, strucrure, and
efficiency, and 1 credit that o my early
education.

Beyond high school, T continued to build
onthis foundation. [ pursued higher
education, including a Master ' s degree,
and later inok 1ip5pfci;||.:'ze-:| COLITSEs in
business and entrepreneurship, such as the
Women in Entrepreneurship and
Leadership tor Africa (WELA) program ar
CEIBS. WELA, in particular, broadened
my perspective on business strategy,
leadership, and growth, equipping me with
the rools toscale myventures effectively.
Locking back, every stage of my
education—from my early schoaol years o

#legacyedition | www.mystorymagazine.com | '|3
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senior high school, university, and beyond=has shaped my business
mindset. It has given me the discipline to stay consistent, the
organization to manage multiple ventures, and the knowledge o
navigate entrepreneurshipwith confidence.

Every entrepreneur faces challenges. Can vou tell us about a
significant tailure or setback you've experienced, and how you
managed to overcome it!

One of the most significant challenges | "ve faced is balancing my
business with my full time job. Running a business while managing
a demanding 9to-5 job, alongside family responsibilities, means
that I 'm not abways physically present at the shop to oversee daily
operations. In the be,i.;in ning, this was a real struggle becatise |
cauldn’t monitor everything as closely as T wanted to, and that made
it difficult to ensure chings were running smoaothly,

However, what has helped me overcome this challenge is building a
strong, commitred, and dedicated ream. ['ve come to realize that a
business cannot thrive without the right people in place. Having a
reliable team has given me rhe confidence to delegate
responsibilities and focus on strategic growth rather than getring
caught up in day-to-day operations,

Additionally, I've put proper structures and systems in place to
ensure efficiency, even in my absence. From implementing clear
processes to ensuring accountabilicy, these measures help keep the
business running seamlessly. While the challenge of balancing
muliiple responsibilities still exists, my team's support and the
structures we've built have made a huge difference in keeping
everything on rrack.

(Greatest Weakness & Managing Lt

What would you say is your greatest weakness as an entrepreneur,
and how do youwork to manage or turn it into a strength?

Chme of my bigeest challenges as an entrepreneur is delegation. 1
tend 1o take on muldiple roles, which can sometimes slow down
operations. Over dme, [ 've learned that tusting my ream and
implementing clear SOP’s allows me to focus on business growth
rather than just daily operations. Building a reliable team and
training themwell has helped turn this weakness intoa strength.

Staying Motivated & Focused

What motivates you to keep pushing forward, especially during
the tough times?

Do you have any personal habits or ritwals that keep you focused
and inspired!

Entrepreneurship comes with irs fair share of difficult momens,
but what keeps me going is my passion for providing quality, unique
and zome high end brands and products and seeing my customers
happy. [ 'm a Christian so 1 alse stay grounded through my faith,
goalserting, and continuous learning. In January [ arended an
event in Nigeria. It's a visionary event that brings women together
to map out their gna].s for the year and fuel their dreams, At the
event | created a vision board so this vear I'm keepinga vision board
to rernind myself of my goals. | also take time o retlect and celebrate
small wins.

Looking ahead to 2025, what are vour biggest
aspirations or goals in vour field, and how doyou
plan to achieve them!?

Looking ahead, my goal is to expand Hair Spice s
reach, improve operarional efficiency, and
introduce more exclusive, high-guality beaury
products to the Ghanaian market. 1 also aim to
scale and launch other business ideas thar ['ve
been working on, ensuring that each venture
maintains rhe same standard of aurhenricity and
guality that Hair Spice is known for.

Briefly share with us a summary of vour
husiness.

Hair Spice is a trusted hub for high-qualiry hair
care products, wig making tools and salon
equipment and accessories. We cater to
hairseylises, salon owners, and beauty

professionals who prioritize anthenticity and
quality. With rwo branches—one in Acera and one

#legacyedition | www.mystorymagazine.com ||
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in Kumasi—we serve customers across Ghana,
offering nationwide delivery to ensure accessibility.

What Specitic Types of Hair & Beauty Products Do
You Offer , and which customer demographics do
vou target maost in Ghana!

We provide a curated selection of:

= Hair care praducts (shampoos, conditioners,
SErUms, treatiments etc.)

* Salon equipment and essentials (dryers, clippers,
styling tools exc.}

& Wig-making tools and accessories( rripods, eanvas
head, polymer heads ere.)

Qur primary customers include:
= Wig makers

. Hi\il‘cil‘yli,'\th

s Salon owners

= Beauty professionals

Individuals who value hair care

What are the most popular or trending hair and
beauty products currently, and how do you keep up
with changing customer preferences?

The beauty induscoy is constandy evolving, and
customer preferences shift rapidly as new innovations
emerge. Currently, some of the most populir and
trending products include frontal installation
products, premivm styling toolsetc.

To stay ahead of trends, [ invest time in conrinuous
research and learning. Even though | 'm not a
hairstylise , 1 actively follow top international
hairstylists, monitor global beaury trends, and srudy
emerging products. This approach helps me identify
and introduce innovative, high demand products o
the Ghanaian market before they become
mainstrearn,

How do vou source your products, and what
challenges do vou face in the Ghanaian beauty
market, such as competition, logistics, or customer
satisfaction?

I personally source and ship my products, ensuring
they meet high standards of authenticity and qualiry. 1
do not rely on the local marker for supplies.

However, sourcing comes with irs challenges,

including

* Exchange rate fluctuadons, which impact pricing
and profitability

s Shipping delays ,extended ETAs (Estimated Time
of Arrival) and delays at the port which can affect
inventory availability

* The prevalence of fake and inferior products in the

market.

One of the bigeest challenges 1 face in the beauty
marker is the influx of counterfeit and lowerquality
alternatives, These fake products are often much
cheaper, making some customers hesitant abour paying
for the aurhentic, high-quality options [ offer.

any people are initially drawn o the lower price
M le are initially d to the | i
points of the fake versions, only to realize later that they
don't perform the same way.

However, the real difference in quality speaks for irself.
I have many customers who come back to buy from me
because they've personally experienced rhe superiar
results of my products. A lor of my customers always
mention to me that I should maintain the standard of
products [ souree.

One particular instance stands out: A customer bougle
a produet from my store and gifted it to her hairseylist.
The hairstylist loved it so much that she requested
another one. The customer, while out shopping, saw
the * same " product at a much lower price and
purchased it. But after about a week, the hairseylist
called her, complaining thar the second one wasn’ ¢
working the same way. The quality was inferior, and the
results were completely different. That was when the
customer realized she had unknowingly purchased a
counrerfeit. She immediacely recurned o my shop o
ger the original product again and even shared her
experience with me.

This is why 1 am committed to maintaining high
standards. [ don’ t compromise on quality, and 1 take
pride in being a trusted supplier of authentic, top-tier
products.

For me, it's nor just abour selling, it's abour giving
customers value for their money and ensuring chey get
the best for their hair and beauty needs.

To address this, | focus on customer awareness. Sharing
insights on how 1o differentiare authenrtic products
from fakes, highlighting the risks of using substandard
items, and emphasizing the longterm benefits of
choosing quality.

What is one key piece of advice you would give o
aspiring entrepreneurs who are just starting their
journey, and what do vou wish vou knew when you
began?

Seart small bur think big. Focus on quality, consistency,
and customer trust. The marker will always have
competition, but your unique value proposition;
whether it ' s better products, exceptional service, ot a
Hlmngimm-.! 1-'t-'i"ailzl‘,-‘ﬂll apart. ﬁLm.]r.jrml:e

business side of chings early on; structure and financial
management are just as important as having a great
product,

I www.mystorymagazine.com | #legacyedition
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One thing I wish I knew earlier?

The importance of building a solid system from day
one. When your business is structured well, it runs
smoothly even when you're not physically present.

PRODUCTS
AND SERVICES | e

« Wig Making Tools

« Hair Styling Tools

» Hair Styling Products Pk HEnisH
& Accessories

« Beauty Products And More

[ Accra ] [ Kumasi ] # hairspicegh
© 030 244 4416 ©032 200 7979 (® hairspice_gh
(© 020 050 0005 ©020 294 5228 M
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“In a world where wearing multiple hats can seem overwhelming, I
view it as an oppertunity to make a lasting impact. As an
enfrepreneur, I believe my journey reflects a rare, generational gifi-
ar ability te not only navigate multiple fields bui to thrive in them,
What might challenge many has instead ignited within me an
unguenchable drive for progress. For me, entrepreneurship is about
more than simply seizing opportanities; it’s about turning those
opporturities into realities that uplift others. ™

—Gabriel Kwabla Tanko Kwamigah

Y. . — =
ﬂ — lu Sesi-Edem .._a-

Co. Limited | 4 Events e

Pharmacy Limited
h .

The Visionary Leader

abriel Kwabla Tanko Kwamigah, affectionately known as “ Tanko,”

is an entrepreneur, politician, philanthropist, and traditional leader

whose initiatives are shaping lives and communities across Ghana.
With self<onfidence, focus, and a selfless commitment to service, he has
demonstrated unparalleled leadership and a passion for creating
opportunities that uplift others.

Hailing from Weta in the Ketu North Municipality of the Volta Region, Tanko
is a proud Ewe who takes great pride in his roors. In October 2023, he was
honored as Togbui Nyaxorladeakorla | of Anlo, a significant rraditional title
conferred upon him by Toghui Agbotadua Kumassah at Dzodze. He is a family
man, married to Madam Patricia Selasi Awoonor, with whom he has four
children.

Education and Academic Achievements
Tanko's educational journey reflects his thirse for knowledge and excellence:

»  Preshyterian Boys' Senior Secondary School, Legon - Secondary
education.

= University of Ghana - Bachelor of Arts in Sociology with History.

«  Paris Graduate School of Mnnugcmunt - International Executive MBA in
Project Management.

» CITED, Kenya — International Certificate in Public-Private Partnerships.

»  Cavalla International University, USA = Currently pursuing a Doctorate
in Public Policy and Administration.

Entreprencurial Ventures

TK Realities: Redefining Real Estate in Ghana

Through TK Realities, Tanko has revolutionized the real estate industry with a
focus on providing quality, affordable homes thar nurture families and

communities. His mission goes beyond meeting market demands—he aims to
create spaces thar reflect dignity, comforr, and hope for a brigheer future,

#legacyedition | www.mystorymagazine.com '



INSPIRING AND BUILDING AFRICA OME STORY AT A TIME!

Sesi-Edem Company Limited: Ethical Gold
Miningand Export

As a licensed gold mining expert, Tanko leads
Sesi-Edem Company Limited with a
commitment to ethical mining practices. His
vision is to ensure Ghana’ s gold industry
benefits its people while upholding the highest
standards of responsibility and excellence.

Philanthropy: The Tanko Foundation

In 2020, Tanko established the Tanko
Foundation to address critical socio-economic
challenges in Ghana. The foundation focuses

on healthcare, education, and rural
development, providing sustainable solutions
for underserved communities. From
supporting rural education initiatives to
addressing healthcare disparities, Tanko’ s
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philanthropy is deeply rooted in his desire to
:ap.;lrk real, lasting change in the lives of
Ghanaians.
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Political Career

Tanko is a devoted member of the National Democraric
Congress{NDC)and serves on several commitrees:

«  National Welfare Committee.

*  Regional Finance, Social Welfare, and Resource Bank

Committees,

He contested the Kemu Morch parliamentary primaries in
2019 and 2023, showcasing his unwavering commirment to
public service and political engagement.

Past Work Experience

Tanko has held keyroles across various sectors, including:

¢ Ministry of Transport (2000 — 2013): Assistant Divector
1B, serving on mulriple commirrees such as the Websire
Review, Entity Tender Review, and Public-Private
Partnerships.

» Ministry of Food and Agriculture (2013 - 2015):
Member of the National Farmers’ Day Planning
Committee and the World Food Day Planning

Commirttee.

Other Roles:

v Judge, Students Advanced Global Entrepreneurship,
USA.

+  Ricefarmerwith over 200 acres of land in Ziope.
A Vision for African Excellence

For Tanko, leadership is about service. Across polirtics,
business, and philanchropy, his efforts are driven by a
singular goal: the betterment of Ghana and its people. He
envisions a nation where ethical practices, innovation, and
community development thrive, laying the foundation for
sustainable progress.

* Throwgh my work, [ aim to demonsivate that African excellence is
not just possible but inevitable—fueled by intention, integnity, and a
passion for serving othevs. Every challenge T embrace is an
opportunity to build a brighter futuse for Ghana and Africa. ™

Gabriel Kwabla Tanko Kwamigah: A true leader, a visionary
trailblazer, and an advocate for hope and progress.
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HOW BUSINESS LOANS WORK AND
WHY THEY ARE BENEFICIAL

Loans are often viewed
with caution in business
circles, but they are one of
the most powerful financial
tools available when used
strategically. A business
loan allows companies to
borrow money for specific

purposes whether for
expanding operations,
managing day-to-day

expenses, or investing in
growth opportunities.
Unlike equity financing,
where ownership is
exchanged for funding,
loans require repayment
over an agreed period with
interest. When businesses
understand how loans
work and their potential
benefits, they can confi
dently use debt as a spring -
board for growth while
avoiding common pitfalls.

HOW DO BUSINESS

LOANS WORK?

Business loans operateon a
straightforward principle: a
lender provides a sum of
money to a business, which
the business agrees to
repay over time with inter

est. The repayment sched

ule and interest rate are
outlined in a formal loan
agreement, which acts as a
binding contract.

When a business applies
for a loan, the lender evalu
ates its financial position,
creditworthiness, and abilk
ty to repay. This involves a
thorough review of cash
flow, assets, existing debts,
and the purpose of the
loan. If the lender deems
the business financially
capable, the Iloan s
approved. Funds are typi
cally disbursed in a lump
sum (in the case of term
loans) or as a revolving
credit facility, which busi
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nesses can draw from as
needed, like a line of credit.

Interest rates are a key
factor in how loans work.
They determine the total
cost of borrowing and can
either be fixed or variable. A
fixed rate remains constant
throughout the loan term,
providing predictability for
budgeting purposes. On
the other hand, variable
rates fluctuate based on
market conditions, which
can be advantageous
during periods of low inter-
est but risky when rates
increase.

Repayments generally
occur in monthly install
ments that include both
principal {the original bor
rowed amount) and inter
est. Businesses are expect
ed to meet these payment
obligations regardless of
their performance, which
makes it crucial to have a
solid repayment plan. Fai



ure to repay on time can
result in late fees, penalties,
and in severe cases, legal

consequences or asset
seizure.

Loans can either be
secured ar unsecured.

Secured loans require busi-
nesses to offer collateral

such as equipment, invenr
tory, or real estate that

the lender can claim if the
business defaults. Because
collateral reduces the lend
ers risk, secured loans
often come with lower
interest rates. Unsecured
loans, on the other hand,
do not require collateral
but typically have higher
interest rates due to the
increased risk for lenders.

WHY LOANS CAN BE A
SMART CHOICE FOR BUSI-
NESSES

The idea that loans are
inherently risky often pee
vents  businesses  from
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leveraging their full poten
tial. In reality, loans offer
numerous advantages that
can set businesses on a
path toward sustainability
and expansion.

First, business loans pro
vide access to immediate
capital, allowing compa
nies to seize growth oppor-
tunities they would other
wise miss. Whether it's
opening a new location,
purchasing essential
equipment, or increasing
inventory to meet demand,
loans allow businesses to
make significant inwvest
ments without waiting to
generate the necessary
funds organically. This abili-
ty to act quickly can give
businesses a competitive
edge in fast-moving mar
kets.

Loans also help businesses
manage cash flow effec
tively. For instance, seasor-
al businesses often face
periods of low revenue
followed by high demand.
A loan can bridge the

financial gap during slow
months, enabling busi
nesses 1o cover expenses
like payroll and rent with
out depleting their
reserves. QOnce revenue
picks up, the business can
repay the loan on schedule.
This  financial flexibility
ensures smooth operations
regardless of external chat
lenges.

Moreover, loans allow bust

nesses to retain full owner

ship and control. Unlike
equity financing, where
investors gain a say in com-
pany decisions, loans are a
temporary arrangement,
Once the debt is repaid, the
business is free from any
obligations to the lender.
This makes loans particu

larly attractive for business
owners who value autone

my and want to preserve
long-term profits.

Additionally, responsibly
managing a loan can build
a businesss credit profile. A
strong credit history opens
doors to better financing
options in the future,
including larger loans with
lower interest rates. This is
especially waluable for
startups and small busi
nesses that plan to scale
operations over time.

RISKS OF DEFAULT AND
HOW TO AVOID THEM

While loans offer sigmifi
cant benefits, they come
with responsibilities.
Defaulting on a loan

failing to make repayments
as agreed can have serd

ous consequences. The
immediate effects may
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include penalties, addition-
al interest, and damage to
the businesss credit score,
making it difficult to secure
financing in the future. For
secured loans, lenders can
seize  collateral assets,
which could cripple opera
tions, In extreme cases,
defaulting could lead to
legal action or bankruptcy
proceedings.

To avoid default, businesses
must approach borrowing
with a clear strategy. The
first step is to carefully
assess their financial posi
tion to determine how
much they can afford to
borrow. A loan should solve

a financial problem, not
create one.

Businesses should also
create a detailed repay

ment plan, accounting for
potential disruptions in
cash flow. Maintaining a
cash reserve specifically for
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loan payments can provide
a safety net during lean
periods. Additionally, regu
lar financial monitoring
including tracking expens
es, revenue, and loan cove
nants ensures that busi
nesses remain on top of
their obligations.

Ancther critical step 15 to
communicate proactively
with lenders. If a business
foresees difficulties meet
ing a repayment deadline,
notifying the lender early
can often lead to solutions
like restructuring the loan
or negotiating more favor

able terrms. Most lenders
prefer to accommodate
struggling borrowers

rather than risk full default.

CONCLUSION: EMBRAC
ING LOANS AS A STRATE
GIC TOOL

Loans, when used strategt
cally, are far from a burden;
they are a vital resource for
businesses looking to grow,
stabilize, or innovate. By
understanding how loans
work, negotiating favorable
terms, and implementing a
solid repayment strategy,
businesses can minimize
risks and unlock opportuni-
ties that drive long-term
SUCCESS.

Rather than viewing loans
as a last resort, businesses
should see them as a tool
for creating wvalue. With
careful planning and
responsible financial man
agement, loans can em
power companies to
achieve their goals without
sacrificing ownership or
control. Whether funding
expansion, managing cash
flow, or capitalizing on new
opportunities, the right
lcan can transform chal
lenges into growth.

Lifeisa and

LET

|=| eboronoutos

Q -

are our trusty steedsl

BE YOUR PLUG

4| ©btcbaronautos

|| www.mystorymagazine.com | #legacyedition

L +23320790 5313

e ——




KYEIWEST ENTERPRISE

APPLIANCE-FILLED
FAMILY FUN!

Embrace joyful moments, united with appliances.
Treasure family time, amplified with convenience.

We offer payment plans. We deliver nationwide
DEALERS IN ALL HOME APPLIANCES / TVS AND ALL ELECTRICAL GADGETS

9 Visit our showroom on the oyarifa main road

(Kyeiwest enterprise on google map) EEB YANGO

+233 (0) 54184 4591 | +233 (0) 20 833 4823 0O © O kyeiwest_ent



INSPIRING AND BUILDING AFRICA ONE STORY AT A TIME!

Ing. Pet

Godslove Debrah

Ing. Peter Godslove Debrah is a visionary
Ghanaian engineer and entrepreneur,
renowned as the founder and CEO of Pedlo
Energy Company Limited. Established in
2012, Pedlo Energy is a globally recognized
firm specializing in oil, gas, marine, mining,
and hydroengineering services, operating
across the USA, South Africa, Singapore.
Nigeria, and beyond. Widh an impressive
academic background and a wealth of
professional experience, lng. Debrah has
become a rrailblazer in the energy sector,
merging technical expertise with
entrepreneurial innovation. Today, we have
the privilege of sitting down with him to
learn more about his journey, challenges,
and vision for the furure.

Interviewer: Hello, Ing. Debrah. Thank
you for inviring us and allowing us to have
this exclusive interview with yvou. 1 hope
vou're doing well,

Ing. Debrah: I'm fine, thank you. Verywell,

Interviewer: Great! So, let's start at the
beginning. How did the whole idea of
Pedlo Energy come about?

Ing, Debrah: Right, after school, [
happened to be engaged with several
international firms in the oil and gas
industry.

While working as a line manager in some of
these institutions, 1 noticed that many CVs

came in and out, and sometimes they were
overlooked. [ kepr asking myself, "Will 1
remain in this system forever! Or can
someone work and gain experience break
out and create something meaningfull™
That’s what led me ro resipn from an
international firm and start Pedlo Energy.

Interviewer: That's F&_I;l:'mar"mga Growing
up, was it always vour intention to be an
entreprencur and own an energy
company! Or did vour aspirations change
over time!

Ing. Debrah: No, notatall. Growing up ina
small village, I didn” ¢ have a clear vision of
ny {UEUTEL ‘\"m_l jl.]!\'l' LEFE‘J!'I]. 1111r l'lﬂl'!sf_‘ L]rEﬂl“ﬁ
often remaln in your pocket, Tewasn’t until 1
travelled from Ghana to the US and started
working that | realized the porential for
entrepreneurship. Inigally, 1 thought 1
would just be hired and paid for my services.
It was only later, during my employment,
that the desire to establish my own company
arew,

Interviewers What was the turning point
for you! What made you decide to stop
working under someone and start your
own business?

Ing. Diebrah: As a line manager in charge of
raining new engineers, | noticed that out of
3.000 L‘ﬂndidat-:s, un[y 5 wolild be selected.
Lewasn'e chat the others weren't qualitied—
they were, However, due to various reasons,
companies were hesitant to take on more
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people. That's when 1 thoughe, "Why don't
we establish a firm, train rthese people, and
take on contraces ourselves!” Most
companies don't want to fake the risk of
training or insuring more employees, so |
saw an oppormunity to fill thar gap. That's
how Pedlo Enery was born.

Interviewer: That's amazing. Let’s talk
about your educational background. Can
yvou take us through vour academic
journey!

Ing. Debrahe: Sure. | always say | grew in
between skills. From Presec school, I studied
science, then moved 1o California Stare
University for my undergrad. Afeer that, 1
went to Stanford For my MSe in Petraleum
Engineering. | also arended Swiss Business
School, Cardiff Meeropolitan University,
and the China Academy of Science for
research in oil and minerals. I'm currently
pursuing a PhD in Leadership at Nip
Square. My education has been a journey of
CONCINUOLIS |r:LT‘|1i.rlg Hm\lﬁ:“'aiu]pnwl:l}h_cnl;_

Interviewer: You've mentioned that you
didn't have family connections to rely on.
How did that shape vour approach to
building your career?

Ing. Debrah: | come from a family where no
QMg Was an E'n.[rfprt'nﬁl_lr LHIn e f_:i('l—l‘m]. !":L_ﬂ.-lﬂ.
My family believed in traditianal
employment, so | had to rely on my
competence and education to make
connections. | always tell people thar if
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LO ENEKUG2
PED

you' re not from a connecred family, you
need to show yOur competence, Your
educarion and knowledge will open doors
for yoLL. Thar" s how buile my network and
CAPCLT.

Interviewer: Pedlo is a very unigue name.
How did it come about!

Ing. Debrah: The name came to me while 1
was in Singapore. I heard a voice telling me
tw incorporate a firm. At the time, T had just
rrﬁig;nnl, and my finances were frozen. But
the voice Fmra:i,n'tml. sol n_'::istu red the firm.
The name "Pedla” is derived from my name:
"P* for Perer, "D" for Deébrah, and "lo" from
God's love. [t represents my love for
humanity and my desire ta make people
smile and achieve their dreams.

Interviewer: That's beautiful. Stcking w
your main aim of making people smile and
ereating employment, how many branches
does Pedlo Enerey have now?!

Ing. Debrah: We currencly have 10
branches. Our headquarters is in Houston,
Texas, and we have branches in Chana,
Si]‘lgupmrc. India, Allg\]hl, GU}-’H"H.
Venezuela, Nigeria, and Liberia. We're also
exploring opportunites in Guinea and
other regions,

Interviewer: Your journey sounds
inspiring, but T'm sure it hasn't been
without challenges. Can vou share a
moment when you thought of giving up!

4, Migeria, Sasd Aralia,

Ing. Debrah: Entreprencurship is tough.
There were rimes when [ felr like giving up,
especially when contracts were delayed and
workers needed to be paid. Bue 1 always
reminded myself of my dream and kepr
pushing forward. We’ ve faced many
challenges over the years, but we’ wve
survived and continue wo thrive.

Interviewer: When vou decided 1o seart
Pedlo Energy, how did vour family react?

Ing. Debrah: My family didn'c believe in my
vision inidally, They thought Twas making a
mistake by leaving a szable job to start my
own company. Even after Pedlo was
established, they saw it as a failure. Bur |
believed in my dream and was determined
o make it a reality.

Interviewer: Whar key lessons have vou
learned trom your journey so far?

Ing. Debrah: The key lesson is to never edie
your dream. Situations may challenge you,
but you must stay focused. Your parents and
friends may nor always support you, hut you
have to motivate yourself and believe in your
vision, Hold on w your dream, and ic will
COTEE T ET.'IﬂS.

Interviewers Finally, what's your message ro
the youth, especially those who aspire to be
entreprencirs’

Ing. Drebrah: To all the youth out there, the
tuture is bright, You may not have
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everything you need today, but don't give
up. H-:,'Illl QO Yo |,,['I'I,,“;'I s, Hre yuur.,'c“ up,
and tomorrow you will smile. Believe in
yourself, and you will achieve grearmess.

Interviewer: Thank you so much, Ing.
Debrah, for sharing vour inspiring story
with us. We wish you and Pedle Energy
comn [i |’l|.ll_"l_| BUCCESS.

Ing. Debrah: Thank you. [t's heen a
pleasure,

End of Interview.

About Pedlo Energy Limited (PLC)

Pedlo Energy Limited (PLCY is a global
limited liability company specializing in oil,
gas, marine, mining, and hydro-engineering
services, With over 18 years of operation,
the company has established a stromp
presence in these sectors, delivering high-
quality services worldwide.

Orperations inGhana

In Ghana, Pedlo Energy has underraken
significant projects, including:

-Dittshore marine installarions.
-Construction ot an ofhshore oil jetty,

- Development of an offshore sea defense
Eysten,

'[h IIH: 111,.'\]rn SECLOT, I!llt:' campany
collaborates with the Bui Hydro project,



providing mraining and facilicy uplifoment
services. In the mining sector, Pedlo
Energy offers support services such as
structural development and water
rreatment plant inseallarions.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
Projects

Pedlo Energy is commiteed to giving back
o communires through various CSR
initiarives:

- Renovation of Methodist Basic Schools
in New Juaben South, resulting in the
naming of streets ("Petra Deborah
Strees”) in recognition of the ¢ IPANY 'S
contributions,

-School renovations in Pomponi, a town
in the Western Region.

- Training programs for children in
Alepatu, located in the Volta North aren.
-Sponsorship of youth in technical fields
such as welding, fabrication, and
glecrrical rechnician training.
Beneficiaries are enrolled in instirucions
like Accra Polyrechnic, Takoradi
Pnl-r-l:_-:hnic_ and technical universicies
ﬂm.—lHRG]JHﬂE}-
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Youth Entreprencurship and Training

Pedlo Energy actively supports youch
development by:

- Bringing foreign experts from countries
like Souch Africa, Malaysia, and Sinpapore
o train locals in marine works and welding
tabrication.

- Advocating for government partnerships
o identify skill gaps and provide rargeted
rraining for Ghanaian youth.

-Highlighting institutions like the Maritime
University, which offers topnoteh training
for the marine, oil, and gas industries, The
company emphasizes the need for increased
local parriciparion in these secrors to reduce
reliance on foreign expertise.

Other Business Ventures

Beyond oil and gas, Pedlo Energy's
leadership is involved in addirional secrors:
-Serving as an execurive or hoard advisor for
real estate and farming ventures.

- Operating Sura Farms, a smallscale
agricultural enterprise focusing on
vegerable farming and animal husbandry.

Final Remarks

Pedlo Energy is proud of irs
contributions o Ghana's development
and remains committed to fostering
growth in the energy, marine, and
mining sectors. The company looks
torwardto continued collaboration with
stakeholders, including the
government, o create opportunities for
local ralent and drive susrainable
ProgTess.,

To My Story Magazine, Pedle Energy
expresses grn[imuia for the connection
and extends best wishes for continued
success and impact. Keep inspiring and
making a difference!
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From Passion to Purpose: My Journey asan Entrepreneur

A Self-Narrative by Queenic Kessie

as fortunare to grow up in a loving family with the best parenits

anyone could ask for. Born and raised in Belgiwm, 1 was surrounded

ln:.' t,"l‘.tl'fpﬂ:llr.'!lr:-'l:'iE‘J from an early age. Both my parents are

enirepreneurs—my dad owns a shipping company, while my mom, who

started as a seamstress working from home, expanded into her own shops
in: Belgium and Ghana, along with a sewing school.

Even though my dad traveled frequentdly for business, he always miac
sure [ never felr his absence.

c

My mom, on the other hand, ensured [ had che best
opportunities, including atending a boarding school
in Dendermonde, Their hard work and sacrifices
instilled in me the value of resilience, shaping the
enrrepreneur [ am today.

In our family, business is a way of life. My parents, my
brother, and | rxL'h;mj;r ideas and support each other
like a team. Growing up in this environment, |
naturally developed a passion for business, It is in my
DMNA and influences everything L do,

Education: A Tool for Growth and Resilience

Educarion has played a significant role in shaping me.
L taught me resilience and the importance of

discipline. Though I studied chemistoy—nor with the
intent of pursuing a career in it but as a solid Plan B—1
knew from the start thar my true passion lay in

business.

Cwer the years, [ have invested in continuous learning,
taking courses in business coaching, management,
and mindser development. These have been
invaluable in my entrepreneurial journey.

L firmly believe that education never truly ends. When
e e Voling, formal education iy feel like a chore,
hur as we grow into aur purpose, we realize thar lite
long learningis essential, especially for

CNTePrendcurs.

As Myles Munmoe wisely said, “The greatest tragedy in
life is not death, bura life withour purpose.”

To fulfill one's purpose, one must keep evolving, and
that requires continuous learning. Whether through
formal education, professional courses, or realworld
experiences, staying informed and adaprable is the key

Lo SUCCEsSs,
Lessons from Challenges: Business vs. Charity

One of the biggest lessons ['ve learned is that business
cannot be run wich a charity mindser. My family and |
have big hearts and a deep desire to help others, but
I've learned the hard way that mixing business with
generosity withour clear boundaries can lead to
sethacks. ['ve faced berraval, thefr, and
disappointment from people | genuinely wanred o
help, and that has taugher me an invaluable
lesson=business is business, and Cl:l;LI'ir':' isa separate

entity.

[ am still working on finding the right balance because
it is not easy to harden your heart when you naturally
want to give. However, I've realized that helping
should be planned and budgseted for. If thar budget
isn'tavailable, then itis necessary w set limits.

A srrong foundation is necessary before extending a
helping hand. Ifyvou give from what lictle you
have, you risk leaving yourself and others with
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nothing. It's a tough lesson, but it has shaped
how | approach both business and giving.

Overcoming MyWeaknesses: Learning to Set
Boundaries

One of my weaknesses has been overthinking
for others—whether customers or business
Pﬂ.rrnefﬂ ‘—‘ﬂﬂd Tl')ri"g (€8] xfﬂln]nﬁdﬂrﬂ rhem ar
my own expense. | often take on extra
responsibiliries, thinking, “They might be
going through a lot, so let me make this casier
for them.” While my intentions are good, ["ve
come to realize that this can drain me
emotionally and financially while devaluing my
work.

The challenge becomes even more difficult
when sacrifices go unnoticed. Because [ do not
always communicate the extra effore | pur in,
people don't realize the value 1 am offering, [
have learned that setting boundaries from the
start or clearly stating, “ Tcan do this, but it will
cost exira, " allows people to appreciate and
tespect my work. 1 am actively working on
ensuring that my time and energy are valued
while maintaining fairness inmy business
relationships.

My Motivation: A Life of Purpose

What keeps me pushing forward is
understanding thar my life has a purpose
far greater than myself.

Each of us is entrusted with gifts meant o
solve problems and impact lives.
Challenges often seem heavier than the
pood moments, but I've come to
understand that every obstacle is an
opportunity to grow, refine, and rise
Stronger.

Quitting is never an option because it
wotlld mean si]encing iy pcmntini and
[L’,ﬂ\’ErlH l'l'l.l_" rll'f]bll:l'llf; ]I. am meint to S'.'Il'\'l',
unresolved. Failure is nor the end—ir is pare
of the process. The real danger lies in giving
up. As an entrepreneur, | have learned chat
persistence is the price of success. However,
[ also recognize the wisdom in pausing,
recalibrating, and realigning when
something is not serving its purpose.
Letting go of what no longer aligns with my
vision is not a sign of weakntiess—it is a sign
of clarity.

What keeps me poing is knowing thar my
work is not just abour me. It is about the
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laying the foundation for future generations.

Advice to Aspiring Entrepreneurs: Stay True to Your Purpose
The best advice [ can give is o stay true to your purpose and
never underestimate the power of resilience. Life will always
come with challenges, but how you respond w them
determines your success, Every setback is an oppormumity
learn, grow, and realign.

Start with what you have. If you wait for the perfect time, you'll
realize ir never comes. Take action now, even if the resources,
circumstances, or environment aren'’t ideal. Progress happens
when you move forward, not when you wait for everything to
fall into place,

When it comes to comparison, use it wisely. Compare yourself
to others only to be ingpired—to learn what ro do and what to
avoid—but never to tear yourself down. Everyone’ s journey is
different, and focusing on your own growth is the best way o
build something meaningful.

Finally, know your value, communicare it clearly, and never
compromise your worth. Surround yourself with the righe
people, contnue learning, and use your gifts to solve problems,
impact lives, and leave a lasting legacy.

lives | am meant to impact, the solutions |
am meant to provide, and the legacy | am
building. Purpose fuels me, and [ refuse
to let remporary challenges dicrate a
destiny that is far oo important 1o
abandon.

Vision for 2025: Growth, Impact, and
Legacy

My goals for 2025 center around
expansion, impact, and legacy. | aim to
grow my businesses— EMAS Agency,
Fitness Trading Africa, and Zillionaice
Afrique—ensuring they remain aligned
with my purpose and values, A key focus
will be creating more opportunities for
African entrepreneurs, particulatly
through iniriatives like EMAS Jobs, which
conneces freelancers in Ghana w global
clients.

I also want to develop sustainable systems
within my businesses that empower
others and create longterm impaect. On a
personal level, I am committed to
deepening my faith, maintaining balance,
and continuing to grow as a leader.
Everything 1 do in 2025 will be about
solving problems, rouching lives, and
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An Exclusive Interview with the First Cover Personality
of My Story Magazine 's Maiden Edition, Now the Star of
our 19th Edition.

“My Story Magazine turns seven this year! To celebrate
this incredible milestone, we sit down with the visionary
who graced our firstever cover, Dr. James Orleans-
Lindsay. From a young man selling his first house to
'm l"i_'l.__('rn'lin}_' one ('If C_;l'l'g]nllls maost Cl.'lt‘bl'i!tl‘:‘d Tl:"nli estare
' moguls and West Africa's biggest innercity developer ,
Dr. Orleans-Lindsay ' s journey is one of grit, vision, and
service. His story embodies resilience, innovation, and a
commitment to national growth.

PERSONAL PROFILE:

Dr. James Orleans-Lindsay is a trailblazing Ghanaian-
British businessperson, academic, author, and
philanthropist whose career is defined by innovation,
leadership and impact. In his the CEO of JL Properties
and Executive Chairman of JL Holdings, his businesses
span diverse industries including real estate, agriculture,
construction, and consultancy. A prolific entrepreneur,
Dr. Orleans-Lindsay is credited with employing
hundreds, driving corporate excellence and transforming
urban landscapes, such as the redevelopment of the
Achimota dumpsite into one of Ghana ' s cleanest
residential estates.

An Icon in Real Estate and Philanthropy

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay is one of Ghana's most celebrated
business leaders, leading over a dozen companies
including the highly successful JL Properties. His Lindsay
Foundation champions' healthcare improvements and
sustainable building practices in Ghana. As an author, he
has published arricles on business and personal
development, inspiring many in the entrepreneurial
space.

#legacyedition | www.mystorymagazine.com
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Educational Journey

D, Orleans-Lindsay's academic pursuirs reflect his commirment

to lifelong learning:

. St. Peters Secondary School O'level

. St Augustine College A’ level

. Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and
Technology (KNUST): Bachelor' sdegree in
Biachemistry

- University of Salford,, UK: Master of Science in
Construction Management

] University of Herdfordshire, UK: Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) in Construction M:mugmnent

. London School of Economics (LSE): Certification in
Real Esrare Finance

. University of Oxford Said Business School,

Certificarion in Real Escate

He is also a CAF Coaching Certificate "A' holder, highlighting
his diverse expertise.

Careerand Global Engagemenits

With a career spanning several decades, Dir. Orleans-Lindsay has
worked in global institutions like IBM (UK) and High-Speed
Production Wandsworth, London. As Executive Chairman of [L
Holdings sinee 2005, he has been instrumental in transforming
Ghana ' s real estate sector. His global influence is reflected in his
engagements as a | EDx :-;]'1:;||{:'|', former |‘|r|:5illn:'l"|l'.nf the Ghana
Association of Young Entrepreneurs, and his invitarion to
Mozambique's Invesement Conterence by former President
Joagquim Chissana.

He is also a member of esteemed organizations, including:

» Ghana-France Chamber of Commerce
- Ghana-UK Chamber of Commerce
- Commonwealch Business Council

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay has featured in Forbes Africa (December
2022-January 2024 issue) and che Oxford Business Group
Ghana Report 2023,

Ht‘ has alsa i||:'|.i\-t'rrL| [H”{H :md lcr'g-'lmr-:h :_|]| (e lln: wnr'd

notably

. CIMG Night with Industry

- All Nations University Convocation 2023

. GIMPA Business School, Ashesi University

. Metherlands Ghana Business Forum

. YMCA

. Africa Real Estate Conference and Exhibition 2024
. Tedx UHAS 23

- Africa Rihing S':,-'ru]_mﬁillljm London School of

- Economics

|| www.mystorymagazine.com | #legacyedition
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Awards and Recognition

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay's exceptional contributions
have earned him numerous accolades, including:
* CEO ofrhe Year (Real Estate) - Ghana CEO

Summit
e EMY Africa Man of the Year (Business)
* Qutstanding Real Estate Entrepreneur of the

Decade
s Liferime Achievement Award - Ghana
= Property Awards

?- ¢ Orderof the Volta (Presidential Honor)

» He is also a Corporate Ghana Hall of Fame

— inductee and honoree of the Oguaa

“:‘

F o

Traditional Council

Personal Life and Legacy

Born in Cape Coast and raised in Koforidua and
Accra, Dr. Orleans-Lindsay is a devoted
Christian, married to Nana Ama Abrefi, with
whom he has two sons and daughters. In his

leisure time, he enjoys reading autobiographies

and watching documentaries.

First Chancellor of Cape Coast Technical
University.

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay holds the esteemed title of
the first Chancellor of Cape Coast Technical
University. His vision for the institution focuses
on fostering innovation, advancing technical and

vocational education and inspiring future

lL‘.'!LlL‘T:-i.

Dr. James Orleans-Lindsay ' s journey is one of
remarkable success, leaving an indelible mark

across business, academia and philanthropy. A
h\_,'n’llm| of excellence, he continues to inspire and
empower individuals across Ghana and beyond.

Hlegacyedition | www.mystorymagazine.com I



Join us as we delve into his story,
ingights, and vision for Ghana's
future.

Beginnings and the Journey o Real
Estate

Interviewer: Dr. Orleans-Lindsay, you
were our very first cover personality,
and here you are again, seven years
later. How does it feel to retlect on
your journey!

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: [t feels surreal.
Whenl star[ed, lwa_'ajl.ist:a YOLINZ man
who built his first house and sold it
Thar sale funded mwo more houses,
and fast forward to roday, we've
become the largest inner-city
developer in Ghana. It's been an
incredible journey—full of challenges,
learning, and growrh.

I've expanded my business across West
Africa and ventured into Europe,
including Poriugal and Malta. Real
estate remains my core, but I've also
diversified into secrors like farming,
bakery, and securities. My passion is
thinking, tweaking, and sharing ideas,
and | believe that's what has driven my
slccess.

Interviewer: What inspired your
transition from one house to
becoming a real estare giant!

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: Vision and
passion. | saw a gap in housing and
knew | could make an impact. Real
estate isn't just about building homes;
it's about creating spaces that foster
communities and improve lives. Thar
purpase has driven me from day one.

Philanthropy and Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)

Interviewer: Philanthropy is clearly
close ta your heart, Tell vs about your
work with the Lindsay Foundation.

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: Absolurely.
Philanthropy is close to my heart. The

INSPIRING AND BUILDING AFRICA ONE STORY AT A TIME!

Lindsay Foundarion was established wirth
my late mother, and its focus is on
healthcare and education. For instance,
we built 20-bed ultramodern emergency {
J.O Lindsay

Emergency Block ) block ar Achimora
Hospital which had some emergency
itermns such as 13 ONYEEN CONCEntrators,
nitie UV trolleys, 28 boxes of protective
overalls and 1420 surgical gowns. We also
renovated male wards ro world-class
standards.

Unfortunately, my mother's passing
highlighred systemic issues—like the block
we donated being left unused for months.
Her legacy, however, continues to inspire
our work,

We have done many impactful projects,
from building a home for a family in
Trede to establishing nursery blocks for
the Pentecost Church in Cape Coast and
lecrure rhearres for the All MNarions
University. We are also funding
scholarships through the Lindsay
Foundation for underprivileged but
brilliant students. Our goal is to create
meaningtul change in our communities,
Vision for Business and Leadership

Interviewer: Your real estate empire spans
across Ghana and beyond. Whar is your
longterm vision!

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: My ultimare goal is
for our company o lead real estare
development across West Africa and
beyond. Succession planning is already in
place =1 am mentoring a strong, capable
team to carry on our vision. In 10 vears, [
plan to step back fram active business to
focus on academia and mentorship.

Interviewer: Whar is the secrer o
building such a lasting legacy?

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: It is about
values—integrity, hard work, and
community impact. You cannot build a
great legacy alone. Surround yourself with
a dedicated ream and always focus on
leaving the world better than you found ic.

| www.mystorymagazine.com | #legacyedition
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Perspectives on Ghana's Development

Interviewers As a business leader, what are your
thoughts on Ghana's economic porential?

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: Ghana is a land of immense
potential, but we have underperformed as a nation,
Yourh unemploymenr is a ricking rime homb. The lack
of opportunities for our young people is not just an
economic issue—ir is a national securicy risk,

While cocoa dominates our agricultural narrative,
crops like cassava and corn, which are billion-dollar
industries globally, remain underurilized due ro poor
infrascructure. We need wo diversify beyond cocoa, [ am
personally investing in cassava and corn farming, and [
believe diversifying agriculture is key o addressing
unemploymentand enhancing food security.

[nterviewer: What is the role of leadership in
:ld;‘ij‘eﬁsingl|“|+:ﬁq-{_'|1:\+|]:-|'|§3l;-hf

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: Leadership must prioritize
sustainable development and infrastrucrure. This
il'!L'J_kI-,lt'_'-: ]‘lq'l!rq'r |‘|I_.-|r11‘|i|1g. Irvestment in ltu‘:a! i1‘|;|klh|:1'ir_'-a,
and fostering innovation. We must also focus on
maintenance culture—roo much of whar we build is lefr
to deteriorate.

Interviewer: Collaboration is often key in tackling
national challenges. Have you partnered with the
vovernmentor other instititions!

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: Yes, but selectively, For instance,
I'm collaborating with the Forestry Commission on
reforestation projects. However, working with the
government can sometimes be f'ru;itrﬂtin,c_z due to
systemic inefficiencies. Often, [ prefer to work
independently to avoid unnecessary hurdles.
Nonetheless, | firmly believe in the power of
partnerships when systems are conducive.

Media and Influence

[nterviewer: Media has shaped much of public
discourse in Ghana. Do you see yourself investing in
this space!

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: [ have considered it. In Malra, we
have 'Lovin Maleta,! which is a successful media
platform. However, in Ghana, the media landscape is
overcrowded and heavily politicized. My focus would be
on creating platforms that educate and inspire rather
than perpetuarte division.

niWW

%,
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Legacy and Advice for the Next Generation

Interviewer: What message do you have for young
entrepreneurs and leaders?

Dr. Orleans-Lindsay: “Focus on your vision, work hard, and
trust in God. Success is not instant—it requires resilience and
faith. Do not compare your journey to others.

Each of us has a unique path. Remember, Ghana is the only
home we have. Let us build

irtogether.”

Interviewer: Final words to readers as we celebrate My Story
Magazine's seventh anniversary’

Dr. Orlens-Lindsay: Congratulations to the team for this
milestone! My Story Magazine has always championed
entrepreneurship and innovation, and [ am honored to be
part of this journey. Here is to many more years of inspiring
stories.

Closing Note:

As My Story Magazine celebrates seven impactful years, this
interview with Dr. James Orleans-Lindsay reminds us of the
power of vision, leadership, and giving back. His journey
continues to inspire a generation to dream big, work hard,
and leave a legacy.
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Dr. Emmanuel
biri Addos
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n the busding town of Asamankese,

where wadition and progress blend

"-LR:'L“lﬂl.':\'.‘\l}', |i'|-'Lf‘; 2 e 'l'l'l.'lﬂ‘:iL’ SOOTY
exemplifies the power of family, resilience,
and a purposedriven life. Dr. Emmanuel
Ohiri Addo—known affectionarely as “Joe”
by many becanse of his Mmuh\; birth—is
not just a hushand, father, and
accomplished businessman; he is a beacon
of hope and impact in his community.
Through this exclusive interview, we
explore the life of a visionary who has
seamlessly woven his personal journey with
his professional aspirations, leaving an
indelible mark on all he touches.

The Foundations of a Visionary

D, Emmanuel Ohiri Addo's journey began
in the heart of Asamankese, where
born and raised. His early education took
him ro Methodist and Anum LA schaals,

e Was

where his love for learning was first kindled.
Larer, ar New Juaben Secondary
Commercial School in Kotoridua, he
discovered his passion for business studies,
a, I'iL,-[d he w suL! pursue with relentless
determination,

He advanced to Central University,

earning a4 BSc in Accounting and an MBA
in Finance, before further solidifying his
expertise as a doctoral fellow at the
Institure of Certified Business Analysts
and Consultants. “Fven in school, | wasn't
just studying to pass exams; | was preparing
to apply my knowledpe to the real world,”
Emmanuel reflected.

This practical mindser became evident
during his National Service at Unibank
{now CBG) in Takoradi. His perforinance
so impressed the instirution thar they
offered him a permanent tole before his
service concluded. Remarkably, he
declined. “1 had a bigger vision—to rerurn
home and conrribure to the family
business,” he explained.

Growing Up ina Family Business

Dr. Emmanuels early life was shaped by
the protound influence of his mother, who
took on the dual roles of parent and
provider after the loss of his father, "My
ITIl'I[]WL‘F WS L"'.‘;FTHIF[J[I'IHI"-"—L!LIT ]'Ii"fll' L!’_

strength. She instilled in us discipline,

empathy, simplicity, and financial

|| WWW.mystoryrmagazine.com | #legacyedition

prudence,” he shared wich pride.

Life in the Obiri Addo household was a
ay.
Even as a secondary school student,
Emmanuel was occasionally called home o

harmonious Blend of hard work and p

help run the family shop during emergencies,
“It was challenging, bur it shaped my work
ethic and raugher me responsibility,” he
noted.

Today, he serves as the Director of Finance
and Administration ar KYEI-BEKINDY
Enterprise Limited, a testament to the values
he learned in his youth. Under his
leadership, the company has embraced
curting-edge straregies ro oprimize financial
operations and drive sustainable growth, By
integrating modern financial management
tools and fostering a culture of
accountability, Dr. Emmanuel ensures that

every decision aligns with the company's core
values af inregrity, ransparency, fairness, and
custamer service. “These principles are not
just words; they are the foundation of our
business and ;;11L-_'|=:'. how we interact with our
Cllshomers, partners, and team members,” he
emphasized.

Beyond this role, he serves as a council



member of the Ghana National Chamber of
Commerce (Eastern Chapter) and as a director
of South Akim Rural Bank.

The Power of Giving: The Me Boafo

Foundation

Dr. Emmanuel's passion for giving back
inspired the creation of the Me Boafo
Foundation, the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) arm of BEKIND. “The
name Me Boafo means 'My Helper,' and that
perfectly captures our mission—to uplift
individuals and communities,” he explained.

The foundation's initiatives focus on
education, healthcare, and poverty alleviation.
“We don't just give handouts; we invest in long-
term solutions. For instance, we identify
brilliant but underprivileged students and
sponsor their education through university,
ensuring they are equipped for a brighter
future,” Emmanuel said.

The foundation also provides teacher training
programs in science, partnering with
organizations like Empower Playground and
Dex Kits to deliver science kits to schools. On
the healthcare front, Me Boafo has supported
the Asamankese Hospital with medical

INSPIRING AND BUILDING AFRICA ONE STORY AT A TIME!

equipment, including oxygen
concentrators and thermometers, and
even painted sections of the hospital to
create awelcoming environment.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the
foundation stepped up by donating
essential supplies such as gloves and masks.
In partnership with the Church of Latter-
day Saint Charities, they procured a state-
oftheart digital X-ray machine for the
hospital. Additionally, they've organized
health screenings for the people of the
West Akim Municipality, enrolling over
300 individuals in the National Health
Insurance Scheme to ease the burden of
healthcare costs.

The foundation's commitment to poverty
alleviation is equally impactful. It employs
senior high school graduates, giving them
an opportunity to save and fund their
education. In November 2022, the
foundation supported over 200 widows
with food supplies and seed capital to start
small businesses.

A Legacy of Integrity and Service

For Dr. Emmanuel, integrity and fairness
are not just ideals but guiding principles.
“We value longterm relationships over
short-term profits. It's this approach that
builds trust and loyalty in business and
community,” he emphasized.

His vision for the Me Boafo Foundation is

pi 35
deeply personal. “When you uplift one
person, you uplift their entire family and,
by extension, their community. [t's about
creating a ripple effect,” he shared
passionately.

Final Words

As our conversation concluded, Dr.
Emmanuel Obiri Addo reflected on the
driving forces behind his journey: family,
community, and a deep desire to make a
difference. “The lessons we've learned and
the bonds we've built have shaped us into
who we are today. My dream is to see others
benefit from the same values and
principles,” he said.

Dr. Emmanuel's journey is a testament to
the power of vision, resilience, and service.
From his formative years helping in the
family shop to leading a thriving enterprise
and spearheading rransformarive
initiatives, his life's work is an inspiration

to many. “True success,” he says, “is
lifting others as you climb.”

With unwavering dedication to his
family, the staff of KYEI-BEKIND,
South Akim Rural Bank, and the
team at Me Boafo Foundation, Dr.
Emmanuel's story stands as a shining
example of purposeful living in
action.

[
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rowing up in a humble Ghanaian home, | was

surrounded by love, support, and a strong sense

nfcomm:mity. My parénts, thm.ly.{ not w-r_'ﬁlt]'l';i,
instilled in me the values of compassion, hard work, and
resilience, They encouraged me to pursue my passions
and never sertle for mediocrity. My upbringing mught me
the importance of resourcefulness, creatvicy, and
kindness. | saw firsthand how small acts of kindness
could transform lives, and these carly lessons shaped my
entrepreneurial spirit, fueling my desire to make a
pl.miliw: impacr.

As a student at the University of Education, Winneba, [
began to explore ways to combine my passion for
education with my commirment to community service.
This led me to initiate projects that supported needy
children and families, which u]rimntely earned me
recognition as a student leader and philanthropist.
Throughour my journey, my family has been my rock,
providing unwavering support and encouragement. My
parents’ guidance, wisdom, and prayers have helped me
navigate challenges and stay focused on my goals.

Education has played a pivotal role in shaping my
entrepreneurial journey. Pursuing o degree in Early
Childhood Education at the University ot Education,
Winneba, provided me with a solid foundation in child
development, education, and communiry engagement.
These skills have been instrumental in designing and
implementing projects thar support needy children and
families. [nformal education, through hands-on
experience and learning from others, has also been
crucial. I've learned from mentors, peers, and even the
children and families I've worked with, saining valuable
lessons about resilience, adapeability, and creative
prt1'|1|cll14.'15|'..'i|!g_

Education has significanty impacted my business
decisions in several ways. It has equipped me with the
knowledge and critical thinking skills necessary for
informed decision-making, strategic planning, and
communiry engagement. It has also shown me the
importance of building partnerships and collaborations
to achieve common goals. In summary, education has
been instrumental in shaping my entrepreneurial
journey, providing me with the knowledge, skills, and
values necessary to design and implement impactiul
projects.

As an entreprencur and philanthropise, 've faced my
share of challenges. One significant sethack was when |
was working on a project to raise funds for a liete girl's
lung surgery. Initially, the response was slow, and 1 was
worried we wouldn't meer aur fundraising goal. 1 had to
navigate the challenges of coordinating with donors,
medical professionals, and the child's family while
managing the expecrations of our supporters. Despite the
sethacks, [ refused to give up. | rallied my ream, and
together, we devised a new strategy to raise awareness and
funds. We leveraged social media, reached our o local
businesses, and organized community events. Through
perseverance, hard work, and creativiry, we raised the
necessary funds for the child’s surgery. This experience

raught me valuable lessons about resilience,
adaptability, and the importance of community
support.

To overcome setbacks, T've learned 1o stay focused
on the goal, surround myself with a supporrive
team, be adaprable, leverage available resources,
and maintain open communication with
stakeholders. By adopting this mindser, I've been
able to navigare challenges and wurn setbacks intw
opportunities for growth and learning.

One of my grearest weaknesses is my endency to
be overly selfless and rake on we much. My
passion for helping others can somerimes lead me
w overcommit and spread myself oo thin. To
manage this, ['ve learned to set clear boundaries,
delegate effectively, and practice selfcare. By
acknowledring and addressing this weakness, ['we
been able o tim itinto a strength. My selflessness
is still a driving force, but I've learned to channel it
in a way that's sustainable and effective, allowing
me to make an even greater impact.

What motivates me to !u:ep pughing forward is the
knowledge that my work is making a tangible
difference in the lives of others. Seeing the posirive
impact of my projects, receiving heartfelt messages
from the children and families I've helped, and
knowing that I'm contributing to creating a better
tuture for my community fuel my passion and
drive. To stay focused and inspired, [ start each day
with prayer and reflecrion, seeking guidance and
wisdom. [ also surround myself with positive
influences, people who inspire and support me,
These habits and rituals help me stay grounded,
focused, and l'n:s'pin:d. eVEn L|L1ri|.1-g the milglwxl
rimes.

Asllookahead to 2025, my biggest aspiration is to
establish a susrainable and impacctul
philancthropic oreganizaction rhar provides
educational and economic opportunities o
children and families in Ghana and beyond, even
as | currently work remotely.

One key piece of advice I'd give to aspiring
entreprensurs is to stay true to your purpose and
values, It's easy to ger caughe up in the pressures of
building a business, but remembering why you
started in the fisst place will help guide your
decisions and keep you morivared.

This is my story—a journey of purpose, resilience,
and impact. | am Adurwumwaa Asare, and 1 am
commyitted to creating a betrer furure for my
communityand beyond,
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Alvin

lvin Ofori is a dynamic entreprencur

and a passionate advocate for startup

rowth, with a focus on unlocking

internatonal business opportunities across

Africa. His venrures span a range of industries,

including mining, real estare, agriculture,

construction, import/export, and logistics

management, showcasing his versatility and
expertiseasa business leader.

As the CEO of ALOF GROUP Limited, a
(; hﬂ najiat 'l-il\.Is'J‘I'Ed CC‘J]TIP'J J"I‘\If' hf‘.‘ ﬂ.l'l.qilﬂ rie rI:ELI in
Westlands, Accra, Alvin leads 4 multifaceted
enterprise involved in real estare development,
land sales, farming, eranspart, and logisrics,

Under his leadership, ALOF GROUP has
emerged as a symbol of integrity and
inncvarion, dedicared to advancing African
entreprencurship and creating value-driven
solurions.

A Journey Rooted in Resilience

Born on Movember 28, Alvin grew up in
Ghana as the second child of an Akuapem
mother and a Volearian father. Tragically, he
lost both parents at a youngage, but his
determination to succeed never wavered. An
alumnus of Labone Senior High School and
Wisconsin International University College,
Alvin transitioned from academia ro
entrepreneurship, where he found his calling
in real estare.

His entry into the industry began as a real
estate broker, where he gained valuable
insights that later fueled his ambitions as a
developer. Today, he is celebrated for
constructing over 30 homes, earning a
reputation for quality and reliability.
Reflecting on his journey, Alvin states,
“Growing up without my parents and being
rossed from home o home made me yearn

Ofori

ereate a conducive emvitonment for iy
tamily and others. A house, | believe, is a
fundamental asset that promotes unity in
ahome.”

Apricultural Innovations and
Lnvestments

Alvin's ventures extend beyond real estate
into agriculture, where his innovative
spirit shines. He is currently securing over
31 million in funding to expand his
tomato tarms in Subum, a project aimed
at addressing food security and boosting
local economies.

Additionally, he has established thriving
livestock farms in Tamale and Suhum,
further contriburing to Ghana's
agriculrural development and
sustainability.

Philanthropy and Social Impact

Deeply rooted in his humble beginnings,
Alvin is committed ™ ghving back to
socicty, He has sponsored numerous
orphanages across the Eastern and
Greater Accra Regions and funded the
education of over 20 individuals. His
philanthropic initiatives also include
providing rent suppore for the elderly and
underprivileged and empowering start-
ups, including his notable support for My
Story Magazine,

Guoided by Faith and Parpose

For Alvin, his faith in Jesus Christ serves
as the foundaton of his success. He
believes in |iv='ng A 111|rpnmlriven life,
emphasizing that trie success is best
shared with loved ones. This philosophy is
reflected in his dedication to creating
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aftordable housing and fostering
opportuniries for others.

His entrepreneurial mindser is shaped

by key books that have inspired his

journey, including:

1. Rich Dad Poor Dad by Robert
Kiyosaki - for financial literacy.

2.The Richest Man in Babylon by
{'.E-Enrge S. Clason - ﬁars.."u'in‘r_:s, and
il]lf'L"-"it'l'JIL‘Tlt]_lTi!l\'iL!l\:-t-,

3. Sell or Be Sald by Granr Cardone -

for masteringsales and communieation,

A Vision for Africa’s Youth

Alvin is aptimistic abour the role of
entreprencurship in shaping Africa " s
furure. He sees it as a solurion to yourh
unemployment and a caralyst for
innovation. However, he cautions
against complacency, urging young
entrepreneurs to take calculared risks,
learn from mentors, and step out of
their comfore zones. As he apely quotes
Warren Buffert, * It's good to learn from
your mistakes, bur it’s berrer ro learn
from other people’s mistakes.”

Waordsol Wisdom

To the yourh, Alvin offers rhis advice: "
Success requires sacrifice, persistence,
and planning. While education is viral,
vision and hard work are whar wn
dreams into reality.”
Alvin Nana Kwame Oforl's story is a
testament to resilience, determination,
and the power of giving back. As a
dreamer, doer, and role model, he
stands as a beacon of hope for young
entrepreneurs across Africa, paving the
my for a brighter, more prosperous
furure.
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Derrick
Vormawor
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Enrrepreneurship is a parh otren paved with
challenges, lessons, and triumphs. For Derrick
Vormawor, it has been no different. His story,
however, is one of grit, resilience, and an
unshakable belief in the power of purpose. In
this candid interview, he shares insights into
his upbringing, the role of education in his
journey, and the lessons he has learned along
the way,

Derrick’s Profile

Dtrrick is a Ghanaian-born
entrepreneur based in Germanv. wiith
a strong passion for business growth
and development across Africa. He is the
founder and CEQ of PASL, a business
consulting firm with operations in both
Ghana and Germany, dedicated o helping
businesses grow and expand on the African
continent.

Derrick holds a BS¢ in Banking & Finance
from the University of Professional Studies,
Accra (UPSA), an MSc in General
Management from PFH Gértingen in
Germany, and an MSc in Web and Data
Science from the University of Koblenz-
Landau, Germany.

Professionally, he works as a marketing experr
in Germany, with a focus on digital
transformation and social media marketing.
As a trainer, Derrick has empowered over
1,000 entrepreneurs from Ghana, Kenya, and
parts of Europe through physical and virtual
training programs since 2018, His expertise has
also made him a songhrafrer reainer for EU-
funded projects, where he educates young
people across Europe on various
entrepreneurial and professional ropics.

Additionally, Derrick is a published author of
two entrepreneurial books, “Testing the
Paint”™ and “Shoot Em Down™ |, which
provide valuable insights and guidance for
aspiring entreprenseurs,

Humble Beginnings, Big Dreams

“1 grew up thinking | was made for the
background,” Derrick admits. Despite feeling
limired by his circumstances, he always had an
inner conviction that he was destined for
more. Growing up in diverse Ghanaian
communities like Apam, Darkuman, and
Prampram, Derrick was exposed to rthe stark
realities of life and the challenges many faced.
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These experiences ignited a deep desire to
create solutions that uplifeothers.

With parents whao instilled the values of hard
work and resilience, Derrick” s foundation
for success was laid early.  “Their example
continues to drive my entrepreneurial

pursuits today,” he says,
The Role of Education

Far Derrick, educarion has been a
rransformative force. His formal education—
a Bachelor” s degree in Ghana and a
Master” s degree in Germany—has refined
his perspectives and positioned him for
greater impact,  Informal training
experiences across Burope enhanced my
crosscultueal collaboration skills, which are
crucial in mv entrepreneurial journey,” he
explains.

The lessons he learned while studyving and
working in Germany have also shaped his
consulting practice. *1 no longer creare
within the confines of Ghana,” he says.
“ Educarion has given me the rools to think
plobally and deliver world-class solutions.”

Turning Setbacks into Stepping Stones

Every entrepreneur faces setbacks, and
Derrick is no exception. One of hiz most
significant challenges came when a
partoership with a major Ghanaian
institution went awry. “We were sidelined
and raken advantage of, and 1 lost almost
everything,” he recalls.

The experience was devastating, but it also
became a uening point. With the support of
his team, Derrick rebuile his company with
resilience and a renewed vision. “I learned
the importance of due diligence, protecting
intellectual property, and fostering
cransparent partnerships,” he says. These
lessons have since become the foundation of
his success.

Passion as Both a Strength and Weakness

When asked abour his grearest weakness,
Derrick points to his passion. “L put my
heart and soul into everything | do, and when
things don’ t go as planned, it affeces me
emotionally,” hesays.

However, this passion also drives his team 1o
aim for excellence and deliver value to dients,
B-y lenrning to detnch ﬁ'om outcomes and
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maintain a balanced approach, Derrick has
turned this porenrial weakness into a source of
strength and inspiration.

The Power of Purpose

What keeps Derrick pushing forward, even during
rough rimes? His umwavering belief in his abilivy ro
create and his trust in the timing of life.
“Evenrually, at the proposed time, things
happen,” he says.

To stay grounded and inspired, Derrick journals
and reflects on his progress. He also visualizes his
,qu:-l]s and reminds himself of the impact he wants
to create. These habirts keep him focused and
motivated, no marter the challenpes he faces.

Big Dreams for 2025

Locking ahead, Derrick” s aspirations for 2025
are bold and clear. * My biggese goal is ro nor ler
the year end withour doing the things [ know |
need to do,” he says. He is determined to move
beyond analysis, fears, and assumptions to take
bold action. * Life is happening right here and
now; it is not a rehearsal, so T might as well juse pive
agrear show!”

Advice for Aspiring Entreprencurs

For those just starting their entreprencurial
journey, Derrick offers this key piece of advice:
“No matter what you read or how much you
strategize, nothing will happen until you make it
happen.”

Reflecring on his own early days, he admirs that he
often hesitated, waiting for the perfect moment.

HI ' Ve [f:-‘lrﬂed 'TI"Iﬂl' F-‘mgl‘fﬁﬁ maiters nmore r]‘n.‘ln
Lu'rfg‘ctimn. " he BaAVE. “ Start mlmﬂ. stay true o
your values, and ler your authenticity drive your
journey.”

A Legacy in the Making

Derrick Vormawor™ s journey is a testament to
the power of resilience, education, and purpose.
Fram humble |\--;*Eén1\i11‘gr1' in Ghana to creating
solutions with global impact, his story is an
inspiration to aspiring entrepreneurs everywhere,
As he continues to push boundaries and pursue
his dreams, Derrick” s legacy is one of hope,
determination, and a relentless belief in the
possibilities of romorrow.
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TOP 10 FINTECH AND INNOVATION TRENDS TO
WATCH OUT FOR IN 2025

FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY

The financial world is no stranger ro
innovaton, but 2075 promises o bhe 2
landmark year in the evolution of fintech.
AN fl‘:l‘J‘lI-‘lr'u|L'r;_",' becomes Llct'|'11'\.' embedded
in our everyday lives, how we manage,
access, and interact with money is radically
rrans-forming,

The 2023 rrends are more than just
buzzwordsthey reflect groundbreaking
shifts in how financial services will be
desizned, deploved, and regulated.

For businesses, embracing these
innovarions will no longer be oprional bur a
matter |5!.\-||T'L'i\'.|| a8 Custoimers |'i1|1liﬂ|“" LR
demand seamless experiences, regulators
seek to enforce stricter compliance, and the
global economy continues ro push for
inclusivity and suscain-abilicy.

This write-up explores the top ren cutting
edge erends that will shape the financial and
inmovation landscape in 2025, In as much
as they may look like vague concepts or
distant possibilitiesthey are the latest, most
'ir|‘||‘|'r1.l‘ri-!l| c||:'1.'L-1:'||'|-1‘1r|‘|l.L. |'|:-||.n-|-i1‘|i|:|'_'J whar is

possible in tinancial technology,

Quantum-Powered
Financial Modeling

Quanmum eomputing is no longer confined
to the lab, In 2025, its application in
financial modeling will transform how
mstitutions approach risk management,
portfolio optimization, and trading
strateges,

These machines can pProcess vast data sets at
speeds unimaginable for classical
compurers, uncovering previously hidden
parrerns and correlations,

For example, quantum algorithms enable
maore precise derivatives pricing and
improved forecasting of marker volarility.
Financial firms are also exploring quantum
encryption rechniques to enhance cyber
security, offering unbreakable protection
against data breaches.

While seill in irs infancy, quantum
computing already proving to be pame-
changer in addressing some of the most
complex financial challenges,

II WWw.mystorymagazine.com | #legacyedition

Decentralized ldentity Solutions

The rise of decenrralized identiry systems
acldresses the growing concerns around
data privacy and security. Unlike traditional
models, where sensitive information is
stored in cenrcralized databases,
decentralized idenrity systems use
blockchain technology to give individuals
control over their dara.

This innovarion rransforms how financial
insticutions manage customer onboarding
and KYC (Know Your Customer) processes.
Customers can share cml}' the NECessary
informarion, significantly reducing identity
thefr risk.

Mareover, decentralized identiries are
integrated into payment systems, enabling
seamless and secure transactions withour
intermediaries,




Al Regulation, Accountability, and
Transparency

The financial indusory's rapid adoption of Al is
reansforming operations and drawing
increased arrention from regularors. In 2025,
we can expect 8 wave of new rules designed o
build rrust, ensure fairness, and tackle issues
like bias and unethical Al practices.

For banks, financial instirutions, and finrech
startups, staving ahead of these regulatory
shifts will not just be necessary it will be a
critical gt of their st fAregy moving forward.

AlPowered Autonomous Banking Agenis

The evolution of Al is leading to the
development of awtonomous banking agenrs-
intelligent systems capable of performing
complex tasks like wealth management,
31r'rﬂ[:|l‘-|;1tizml financial p'mﬂ‘ling_ and fraud
detection.

Unlike traditional chatbots, these apenes
leverage machine learning o improve their
understanding of customer behavior and
preferences conrinuously. They can proactively
suggest investment Oopportunities, monitor
spending habirts, and even negotiate better
rerms tor loans or inm:r—.u‘lre51i1|'ir-ie_;.

These agents are redefining customer service
by oftering 24/7 assistance, which {s nor only
efficient bur also profoundly personalized.
They combine efficiency with deep
per.-;nn.||:'tminn, ENsUring every interaction is
meaningful and alighned with the customer’s

B vals.

As these agents become more integrated into
the l‘:nnhil'l:_: ECOSYATEns, ll'n:"y pramisg o
reansform how customers engage with their
finances, serring a new standard for innevarion
and convenience in the industry.

INSPIRING AND BUILDING AFRICA ONE STORY AT A TIME!

Sustainable Finance Products and Ethical
Imvestment

As global awareness of climate change and
social responsibility grows, 2025 is set to be
a pivoral year for sustainable finance and
ethical investment. Customers are no
longer content with traditional financial
products, focusing solely on returns.

Instead, they demand oprions thar align
'l'Ll'Ll'|1 !|1::ir l-'flllllﬂ&. J:'Iiil'l'il:lllfl.r!y in:
envitonmental sustainability, social impact,
and governance pracrices. This shifr is
driving the development of innovacive
financial produces, including renewahle
energy investments, bonds, and green ESG-
focused mutual funds.

Simultaneously, banks and financial
institutions are under increasing pressure
tor disclose their environmeneal impacts,

This inchudes disclosing data on energy
consumption, carbon emissions linked o
operations, and the environmental costs of
financial transactions.

By empowering customers with this
information, institutions allow them o
make educated choices thar minimize their
ecological foot-print. For example,
rransacrion rracking rools thar esrimare the
carbon impact of purchases are becoming a
sought-after feature in banking apps,
enabling users o align their spending
habits with their sustainability goals.

Moreover, the demand for ethica
investments is not limited ro rerail
CUSIOMeTs.

Insticutional investors, including pension
funds and endowments, are increasingly
setting ambitious ESG benchmarks for
their portfolios. Financial institutions that
proactively adapt to these requirements by
offering railored ESG products and
analytics stand to gain a competitive
advantage. They arract socially conscious
investors and position themselves as
thoughe leaders in sustainability-driven
finance.

Banks and financial organizarions
embracing this evolution will be
positioned as cricical partmers in their
customers sustainability journeys,

These insritutions will be seen as
service providers and enablers of
E‘.-tl.\iiﬁb‘f_‘ environmenial and social
impact, fostering deeper customer
lovalry and opening up new revenue
SITCAINS.

In an e where decarbonization and
ethical responsibility are paramount,
the ability to innovate in sustainable
finance will be a defining factor for
SUCTESS,

Central Bank Digital
Currencies (CBDCs)

Think of these as secure, governmeni-
backed L'r\.']n'm'LerL’Iu'iL-s
money desipned to ler central banks
benefit from the convenience and
urility of block-chainbased mansaction
networks without the risk, volartlity,
and exposure to fraud that currently
come with cryptocurrency.

electronic

In 2025, the global momenmm behind
CBIDCs is acceleraring, with several
nations advancing their pilot programs
and implemenration strategies,

Ghana's eCedi, China's digital yuan,
and initiatives in the Eurozone, Brazil,
and Thailand are leading this digiral
currency revolution, These countries
are exploring how CBDCs can improve
payment efficiency, enhance finaneial
inclusion, and provide a robust
alternative ro exisring payment sysrems.
For instance, Ghana's eCedi is
expected to provide greater access
financial services in remote areas wich
limited banking infrastructure,
furthering the nation's financial
inclusion goals.

Similarly, China's digital yuan has been
widely rrialed across major cities, wirh
retail payments, cross-border rrade, and
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even public rransporeation applications.
Conversely, the Eurozone is focused on
estnh!i.ﬁ:hkng dig:’tal eurg that inregmres
seamlessly with existing financial systems,
aiming o strengrhen the maonetary union's
resilience in the face of digital comperition,

The adoption of CBDCs also reflects a
broader shift roward a more digitalized global
financial system.

These currencies hold the pnfenrial o
streamline crossborder transactions, reduce
rransaction costs, and enhance rransparency
it monetary flows, For central banks, CBCs
can improve monetary policy implementation
by enabling realtime cracking of currency
flows and demand, thus ensuring better
economic stability.

Hyper-Personalized Financial Produocts
Using Synthetic Data

Synthetic daraarrificially generared darasers
that mimic realworld data—enables hyper
personalization in financial services,

This technology allows fintech firms to design
and assess products milored to individual
customer needs withour compromising
privacy.

For instance, ::5-m"|1¢ric dara creares di,':mmir
msurance policies that adjust premiums based
on realrime risk assessmencs. Banks leverage ir
to offer personalized credic scoring systems,
ensuring fairer loan access. This
customization level enhances customer
satistaction while driving innovation in
product development.

Biometric Payvments Bevond Face and
Fingerprints/ Zero Ul

The nexe evolution in biometric
payments is reshaping how constimers
interact with financial systems, moving
beyond traditional modalities like facial
recognition and fingerprinscanning.

Fintech companies are now exploring and
deploving advanced techniques such as
palm vein recognition, iris scanning, and
even heartbeatbased authentication to
creaie more secure and seamless
fransactions.,

Palm wvein recognirion maps the unigue
vein patterns in an individual's hand,
offering level of accuracy that surpasses
many other biometrics. On the other
hand, Iris seanning analyzes the complex
pacterns in the human eye, which remain
unchanged over a lifetime, making it one
of the most reliable identification
methods available.

Heari-beat-based authentication relies
on electrocardiogram

(ECG) pacterns, which are as unigue as
fingerprints, providing a novel layer of
biometric security.

These curting-edge rechnologies address
critical challenges in payment systems,
such as mitigating identity thefr and
reducing frand, while eliminaring the
need for cumbersome interfaces like PINs
or passwords. These advancements offera
frictionless yet robust solution in
environments where security is
paramount-such as high-value
transactions, international payments, or
COrporale settings.

Mareower, these changes align with the
mse of Zero Ul {User Interface) design,
where devices inreracr invisibly and
intuitively with users Payments, for
instance, could be auchenrticated
automatically a5 a consumer walk
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through 2 store or picks up an item
without needing o pull out a card or
smart-phone. As chese technologies
mature, they promise to redefine
payments and the broader inreraction
between humans and digiral systems,
heraldi ng a l'I'lIl"' invisible yet in[ellige ne
financial experience.

Smart Contracts 2.0 with Interoperable
Blockchains

The evolution of smare contracts is taking
a giant leap with the rise of interoperable
blockchain systems.

Unlike earlier versions confined to single
blockehain platforms, this new generation
of smart contracts can operate seamlessly
across multiple net- waorks.

This breakthrough eliminares many
limirations that previously hindered their
broader adoption and scalability, With
interoperable blockchains, smart
contracts can now handle more complex
tasksand applicatons.

[n decentralized finance(DeFi), they
enable multi-chain liquidity pools and
cross<hain asset swaps, r::-cpmdmg the
reach and functionality of financial
services, In supply chain financing, these
smart contracts can track and verify
rransactions across diverse bloackchain
ecosystems, enhancing efticiency, trust,
and rransparency at every srage.
Syndicated loans simplify coordinarion
among muliiple lenders and borrowers
across different platforms, reducing delays
and errors in complex financial
atrangements.

Hey{nn‘! these F;‘L\lf(.ii_il: use Cases,
inturnpu:ublu smart contracts are
streamlining financial rransactions in
previously unimaginable way. Reducing
fragmenrarion berween blackchain
networks paves the way for a more
connected and efficient finrech



ecosystem.

As these systems continue to develop, they
position smart contracts not just as feature of
blockchain rechnology, but as a foundational
elementin the future of finance and commerce.

Cloud-Based Banking

Cloud-based banking will rapidly become the
foundation for the next generation of financial
services in 2025, offering unprecedented
scalability, flexibility, and efficiency As financial
institutions migrate their operations to the
cloud, they are gaining the ability to innovate
faster, reduce costs, and deliver personalized
services to customers on demand.

The trend is driven by advancements in cloud
computing technologies and the increasing need
for secure and adaptable infrastructure. With
cloud-based banking, institutions can store,
analyze, and process massive amounts of data in
real time, enabling features such as dynamic risk
assessments, predictive analytics, and
personalized product recommendations.

Additionally, the cloud facilitates integrating
emerging technologies like artificial intelligence,
machine learn-ing, and blockchain into banking
operations, creating seamless ecosystems that
enhance the customer experience. For example,
banks use cloud platforms to deploy intelligent
chatbots, automate compliance processes and
develop realtime fraud detection systems.

Cloud-based banking also supports the rise of
Banking-as-a-Service (Baas) models, where
fintech startups and non-banking entities can
access core banking infrastructure via APls,

This opens financial services to a broader range
of businesses and makes it easier for new players
to enter the market without the heavy lifting of
building their banking infrastructure.
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CONCLUSION

The fintech industry is at a crossroads,
where innovation is not just about
technology but also about creating
incluslve, sustainable solutions aligned
with modern customer expectations.

The trends shaping 2025 highlight the
industry'’s relentless pursuit of progress,
promising a future where financial
systems are more intelligent, faster, and
more secure.

As these innovations take hold, they will
undoubtedly redefine the boundaries of
whatis possible in finance.
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THE RISE OF CRYPTOCURRENCIES IN AFRICA:
EXPLORING ADOPTION, REGULATION, AND GHANA'S
EMERGING DIGITAL ASSET FRAMEWORK

Crypiocurrencies and digital assers in
general have become a transformative foree
across the globe, reshaping rraditional
financial systems and introducing new
paradigms for value transfer, investment,
I-l'l'h"ilil'lLT\'Jlil\l'l_

Africa, in particular, has emerged as a
fascinaring frontier for cryptocurrency
adoption, driven by its unigue economic
landscape, rapid technological adoption,
and widespread use of maobile money
platforms, From peerto-peer trading hubs
in Migeria and Kenya to blockchain-
powered land registries in Ghana, the
continent is witnessing a burgeoning
interest in digital assets despire regularory
UnCertainty,

Amid this evolving scene, the regularory
response has been mixed. While some

African nations, have introduced forward-
thinking frameworks to encourage

innowvation, others have opted for caution,
issuing warnings or outright bans against
cryptocurrency use, [his signals a
recagnition of the dual need 1o harness the
benefits of digital assers while safeguarding
financial stability and consumer interests.

Therefore, the purpose of rthis article is
examine the impact and regulation—or lack
thereof—of cryprocurrencies and other
digital assets across In:'y African
jurisdictions, with a particular focus on
Ghana. Drawing insights from regularory
developments in countries such as Kerya,
Nigeria, and South Africa, it evaluates the
progress and challenges in establishing
robust regulatory framewaorks.

Ultimarely, it seeks to propose a structured
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and forward-looking approach to digiral
asset reculation in Ghana, ;'|np||;||_=\'izi|'|yAr
Innovation, consumer protection, and
financial inclusion.

THE EVOLUTION OF DIGITAL
FINANCIAL SERVICES AND THE
EMERGENCE O F
CRYPTOCURRENCIESIN AFRICA

Africa's journey roward digiral financial
services is one of transformarion, defined
by innovation, adapearion, and the quest
for financial inclusivity. The continent has
long been celebrated for its ability to
leapfrog traditional financial svstems,
particularly with the rise of mobile money
platforms that revolutionized how
individuals transact, save, and engage with
financial services.



Starring with Kenya's groundbreaking M-Pesa plarform
in 2007, Africa demonstrated how mobile technology
could be leveraged to reduce financial barriers,
facilitating peertopeer transfers, bill payments, and
microdoans. By 2018, mohile money accounted for over
15% of Kenya's gross national produce (GND),
cementing its role as a cornerstone of Africa's digital
financial ecosystem.

Building on rhis digiral finance foundadon, Africa
witnessed the emergence of cryptocurrencies and
blockchain rechnology as a new frontier for innovation.
Cryproeurrencies such as Bitcoin and Ethereum offered
a decentralized alternative to traditional finance,
enabling faster and more cosreffective crossborder
transactions, This was particularly valuable in Africa,
where remittances play a erirical role in many
eCONOMies,

With an estimated 350 million unbanked adults in Sub-
Saharan Africa and remittances constiruting up o 30%
of GDP in counrries like Lesotho, cryprocurrencies
provided a solution o challenges such as high
transaction fees and limited access to foreign currency.

Despite these advancements, the reception of
cryprocurrencies and blockchain rechnology across
Africa has been mixed, While privatesector innovarion
has surged, many governments have uppmmﬁml these
technologies with caution. Regulatory responses have
ranged from Mauritius” forwardthinking sandbox for
fintech startips to Zimbabwe's outright bans,

Concerns over money laundering, consumer
protecrion, and financial stabilicy have led central banks
and regulators ro adopr cautious stances or issue
WATNIngS,

Ir can rtherefore be said that Africa is well-positioned o
be a leader in rthe glohal digital economy. However, fully
harnessing the potential of cryprocurrencies and
blockchain will require careful regulatory frameworks
that balance innovation with risk management,

CRYPTOCURRENCY ADOPTION IN AFRICA

Cryptocurrency adoption in Sub-Saharan Africa has
surged, with the region receiving an estimated $117.1
billion in on-chain value between July 2022 and June
2023, marking a 16% growth from the previcus year.
Leading the charge, Nigeria ranks second globallyon the
Global Crypto Adoption Index, receiving
approximately 359 billion in cryprocurtency value from
July 2023 to June 2024, with most rransfers under $1
million, highlighting che strength of both retail and
professional markerts,

Other countries like Kenya, Ghana, and South Africa
also show strong adoprion, ranking 21st, 29¢h, and 31st
on the index. A key driver of this adoption is the use of
cryptocurrencies as a hedge against inflation and
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economic instabilioy. For imsrance, when Ghana's intlarion hit
29.8% in mid-2022, many adopted Bitcoin and stablecoins to
preserve value,

Stablecoins, especially those pegeed o the US dollar, have become
essential for crosshorder payments, offering a costeffective and

reliable alternative w tradidonal remictance channels. In Nigeria,
stablecoins make up about 40% of all stablecoin inflows in Sub.
Saliaran Africa

The repion's cryprocurrency marker is characrerized by a recail
driven approach, wich a large portion of cransacrion volume coming
from transfers under $1 million. Despite accounting for only 2.7%
of global eryprocurrency volume, Sub-Saharan Afriea is a leader in
Decentralized Finance (DeFi), driven by a demand for accessibile
financial services in a region where only 49% of adules had access to
banking in 2021,

AN OVERVIEW OF THE STATE OF CRYPTOCURRENCY
REGULATION IN AFRICA

Africa’s approach to cryptocurrency regulation is diverse in the
sense that it reflects a mix of opportunity, caurion, and national
priorities. While mobile money has revolutionized financial access,
cryprocurrencies pose unique challenges, as regularors must
balance innovation with concerns about financial stability and
criminal activities.

Repulatory scances vary across the continent, from oueright bans to
proactive frameworks. Sourh Africa, for insrance, has classified
erypto assets a5 "financial products” and requires licenses for crypto
service providers.

Countries like Migeria and Kenya have partial regulations, with
Nigeria's central bank prohibiting crypro mransactions through
financial instirutions, though peerto-peer mading persists, In
contrast, nations such as Cameroon, Edhiopia, and Morocco have
imposed outright bans due to concerns over frand and financial
instabiliry.

Some countries, like Maurivius and Ghana, are embracing
innovation. Mauritius has introduced a regulatory sandbox to
attract crypto startups, while Ghana has released draft guidelines
focusing on innovation, consumer protection, and risk
managﬂmcnr.

THE CURRENT STATE OF THE CRYPTOCURRENCY
MARKET AND REGULATION TN GHANA

Ghana has emerged as one of the most engaged countries in Africa
in terms of cryprocurrency interest and ownership, Google Trends
consistently places Ghana among the top 20 countries for
cryprocurrency-related searches, signaling a significant organic
demand for knowledge and engagementwich digiral assers.

According o the State of Crypto: Africa reporr, over 900,000
Ghanaians, or approximately 3.019% of the population, own at least
one type of cryprocurrency, This adoption rate reflects a growing
recognition of the benefits of digital currencies in an economy
facing instahilityand inflation.
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Though the precise rate of stablecoin usage in Ghana
remains unclear, stablecoins such as Tether (USDH) and
USD Caoin (USDC) are seen as viable oprions for
individuals looking to safecuard their assees,

Cryprocurrencies in Ghana have several distinet use cases
that respond directly to the country's economic
challenges. The rapid depreciation of the cedi and the high
cost of maintaining foreign accounts have made digital
currencies an atteactive alternative for both savings and
payments. For many Ghanaians, scablecoins provide a way
to store value in a currency less susceptible ro inflationary
pressures, thereby preserving purchasing power in a way
tharthe cedi currendy cannot.

In addition to saving, cryptocurrency has become an
in{'TL‘al:ji::j_ﬂw,' [JLIE_':'EJI:I[ tool for ¢ross-border transactions and
remittances. As a top recipient of remirtances within sub-
Saharan Africa, Ghana has seen growing interest in
cryprocurrencies as a cheaper, faster alternarive to
traditional banking channels.

( :Iﬁllljj Ij)

Hl’
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Cryptocurrency allows for instantaneous transfers with
significanty reduced fees, facilitating smoother and more
cost-effective remittance Processes for the ower 3 million
Ghanaians living abroad.

MNorwirhsranding the above, Ghana has no specific legisladon
regulating cryprocurrency. The Bank of Ghana had issued
several public notices in the past, highlighting thar
cryptocurrencies were not recognized as legal render in the
country, with people trading in these digital assets doing so at
their own risk as same were not regulated under any existing
laws in L}h.'lml, and thus lacked any llr!#ll n'.l'l'.ﬁgu:lnl_x. or
HUATANEEES

Similarly, the Securiries and Exchanpe Commizsion (SEC)
had warned against the use of cryprocurrencies in Ghana
through the issuance of similar notices. However, ina notable
shift, the Bank of Ghana has issued its Diraft Guidelines on
Digital Asses in August 2024, signaling a change in stance.
These puidelines aimed to regulate digital asset activities,
emphasizing goals of financial inclusion, economic stability,
and enhanced consumer protection.
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The ul.l'i\,h'l.'il)ﬂ'H also set our stringent requirements
related to anti-money latundering (AML),
cybersecuriry, and licensing for virrual asser service
provicders, marking a significane step roward a more
structured regulatory environment for digital assets
in the counrry.

LESSONS FROM THE CRYPTOCURRENCY
REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS OF OTHER
AFRICAN JURISDICTIONS

The Bank of Ghana's Draft Guidelines on Diigital
Assers represent a significant step roward regulating
the cryptocurrency space in the country. These
puidelines aim to protect consumers by requiring risk
disclosures, enforce strict antimoney laundering
(AML) and counterterrorism financing conrrols,
and create room for innowvation through a regulatory

sandbox,

While the specifics of the guidelines are sdll in cthe
works, this moves signals the Bank of Ghana's

intention to build a safer and more structurec
environment for cryptocurrency acriviries.

As Ghana moves forward with these draft guidelines,
there is still a lot to leam from other countries that
have successfully addressed the complexities of
CryProcCurmency regulation. Hj.' L'I?]'I"Li\!t'I:'LI'I;-j“ these
lessons, Ghana can strike a balance between fostering
innovation and ensuring financial stabilicy and
consumer protection through the following:

L. Phased Approach & Regularory Sandboxes:
Countries like Mauririus have adopred regulavory
sandboxes, allowing new rechnologies and policies to
be tested in a controlled enwironment before being
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widely implemenred. Ghana's dratt ouidelines mention a
similar sandbox resting process, which will be crucial for
understanding how regulations affect the marker in eeal time
and rt'fjnmg them a c{urt|:in:_:]',.'.

1. Balancing Innovatiom & Risk: Many successtul
repularory models focus on promoting innovation while
keeping risks like fraud and marker manipulation in check.
Ghana could engage with experts in the local and
international fintech sector to develop a framework that
encourages innovation bur still protects consumers from
potential harm,

3. Cl':'![']l.f\" FII'I.L' T[":l[lﬁpﬁl‘t.‘l'll."\'! Lfﬂ L'lt!.'dr I'L"Il_fLIt:l‘iUﬂ:i can I'J]'L'!_‘LI
uncertainmy and hold back adaprion. Ghana's decision to
publish a draft is 2 positive step, but providing clear, detailed
guidelines on obligations and procedures in the future will
build confidence in both local and international
stakeholders.

4. Financial Inclusion & Consumer Protection:

Cryptocurrencies have the potential to bring financial
services to underserved communities, but this must be done
with strong consumer protection in place. Ghana can work
to expand financial services while promoting crypto liveracy
to ensure citizens are aware of the risks involved.

5. International Collaboration & Standards:

Given the borderless nature of cryptocurrency, international
cooperation is vital. Ghana could henefir from working with
repional bodies like ECOWAS, as well as global
organizarions like the Financial Action Task Foree (FATE), ta
ensure it follows global best practices for AML and
combaring financial crimes.

. Taxation Guidelines:
Clear raxarion policies for cryprocurrencies are essential for
compliance and revenue generacion. Ghana should establish
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straighdorward guidelines, similar to South Africa's, o
ensure Crypio businesses and individuals are properly

taxed while also promoting industry growth.

7. Monitoring & Enforcement: Strong enforcement
mechanisms are L:.:‘Ir to successful regulation. Ghana
should either strengthen existing agencies or create new
ones to handle crypro-related acrivities, ensuring
compliance with AML and KYC measures.

8. Energy Consumption & Sustainability: Given the
environmental concerns around cryptocurrency
mining, Ghana should promote energy-efficient
pracrices and incentivize the use of renewahle energy in
mining operations ro minimize the industry's ecologica
impact.

0. Decentralization & Open Systems: Owerly
cenrralized repularions can stifle innovation. Ghana
should aim for a regularory framework that encourages
decentralization, which would help avoid corruption
and unnecessary barriers while allowing the crypro
indusrry ro flourish.

PROPOSED FRAMEWORK FOR
CRYPTOCURRENCY REGULATION IN GHANA

This proposed framework seeks to outline clear steps to
regulare cryprocurrency activiries while fosrering
innovation and safepuarding stakeholders,

I@I www.mystorymagazine.com | #legacyedition

l. Definition and Scope: The framework should clearly
define Cryplo-assels and their CAlegOTies, such as Llli[i:'g,
tokens, stablecoins, and assetreferenced tokens. It
should also ourline rhe entities o be regulared,
including Crypto Asset Service Providers (CASPs,)
exchanges, and issuers.

1. Regulatory Objectives: Key goals of a potentia
framework should include protecting consumers from
fraud and misinformarion, promoting financial
inclusion, ensuring market integrity, combating illicit
activities through AML/CFT compliance, and fostering
responsible innovation.

3. Licensing and Authorization: CASPs and excharnipges
should be required ro obtain licenses through a riporous
licensing process, demonstraring secure infrastructure,
financial sobency, and AML compliance. Mew offerings
mitist submit detailed disclosures, including a “crypro-
asserwhire paper.”

4. AML Compliance: CASPs must register with the
Finaneial Intelligence Centre (FIC) and enforce
measures such as KYC processes, transaction reporting,
rezular audirs, and record-keeping.

5. Consumer Protection: Transparent disclosures on
risks and fees should be made mandatory, Existing or
l"l'l"l-':nl'iill Insurance or Compensiton fl‘.lﬂL‘l_“ Sllilll[\..:l

protect user deposits, and dispute resolution



mechanisms should be established,

6. Financial Inclusion: Cryptocurrencies should
be leve raged to lower crosshorder remitiance costs
and extend financial services o the unbanked,
Parmerships berween CASPs and finrechs should
address infrasrructure challenges.

7. Taxation: Clear tax policies should be defined
for crypio transactions, gains, and income. CASPs
should be required to report transaction data o
ensire tax compliance.

8. Cross-Border Transactions: Policies should be
developed to monivor and regulate crosshorder
activities while aligning with regional frameworks

like AFCFTA.

9, Risk Management: Measures should limic
traditional financial insticutions' expastire to
hightisk crypto-gssets and require CASPs to
maintain liquidiey and manage systemic risks.

10. Sustainability Standards: Environmental
impact disclosures would be required, and the
adoption of energy-efficient blockchain
technologies should be encouraged.

11. Education and Awareness: Public campaigns
should be established 1o educate consumers on
crypto risks and benefics, while training programs
should prepare regulators, law enforcement, and
financial institutions.

12. Mnnitu:ing and Supervisi.nnl Fiﬂalhr, a
dedicated regulatory body or a new Bank of
Ghana department or office (Similar to the Bank
af Ghana’s Fintech and lnnovation Office)should
be set up or enhanced to oversee crypto activities,
using a risk-based approach and engaging
stakeholders to refine policies.

CONCLUSION

Ghana's move toward regulating cryptocurrencies
is both timely and encouraging. The Bank of
Ghana's Drafe Guidelines hint at a future where
innovation and safery can coexisr, providing a
clearer path for cryptocurrency adoption in a way
that benefits everyone.

While challenges in implemencation and
enforcement persist, the framework holds
promise for positioning Ghana as a leader in the
continent's cryprocurrency scene. By fostering
collaboration, embracing global best practices,
and ensuring clear, equirable regularions, Ghana
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has the porential o unlock the benefits of digital assers while
safeguarding its financial system for the future.
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2024 - 50 Ghanaian Female Finance Leaders

Announced by Avance Media

Leading PR & Rating firm, Avance Media has announced irs
inaugural publication on 30 Ghanaian women whe have made
significant impaces in the financial sector in 2024, With women
leading various global finance firms, Ghana has also become a

hub for female Ik‘i_lﬁ‘ll"l'.‘-lli|1 in finance. This ]1ll]1|iiuh'n|1
recopnizes the resilience, inmovation, and expertize of these
women across the banking, insurance, tax, accounting, and

investment industries,

From CECOs ro Board Chairs, these women represent the pillar
of Ghana's financial sector, Holding influential roles across
major erganizations, povernment agencics, and international
instinitions, these leaders are instriumental in :ﬂmpln-_-_ Ghana's
EoOnOmic |:1rld.-_.L,'H[-:_'. The list includes a variety of lTHi.“lhlI‘.l'L;:
roles, such as Depury Gewernor, Chiet Director, Execurive
Diirecror, Vice President, and Partners, underscoring the critical
contributions of women at the highest levels of finance, The lise
teatures 3 Board Chairs, 19 CEOs & MDs and 5 Partners,

Some honorees have remarkably broken barriers, becoming rhe
tirst women to occupy these high-ranking positions within their
organisations. Their successes not only advance gender
diversity within Ghana's finance secror bur also ser an example

GHANAIAN GHAMNALAN
@ FEMALE FINANCE X FEMALE FINANCE
= LEADERS 2024 LEADERS 1024

ABEMNA
BINEY

PARTMNER
DELOITTE GHANA

of excellence, inspiring a new genecation of women to aim high.

This list also includes Ghanaian women who have raken their
leadership bevond Ghana to serve on intermational pordfolios acrass
the continent. This includes the Regional CEQ of UBA, Abicla
Bawuah, PYC's Globa)l Pex |L'!|x-|_¢:h|ur,-r'_lx|'£-l [.r}_:;|| Services, .=\|r'|:n|1:4
Bedwei Ibhe, Vicroria Kwakwa, World Bank Vice President
responsible for Easrern & Sourhern Africa and Josephine Ankomak,
Managing Director of Ecobank Kenya,

Avance Media's Managing Director, Prince Akpah, shared insights
inte the publication’s purpose, emphasizing that it aims o both
celebrate and inspire. “The achievements of these Ghanaian women
in finance serve as a powerful example of whar is possible. They
demonstrate that with determination, straregic E)-|:|||r'|inu. and

3

resilience, women can achieve great success in finance,” Mr. Akpa
HL'lrI:'lI_

He further encouraged the honorees o continue leading by
example, offering mentorship and support to younger women
aspIring o enter the finance industry,

Below is the full list of Avance Media's 2024 50 Ghanaian Female
Finance Leaders arranged in alphaberical order:

GHANAIAN GHANAIAN GHANALAM
J FEMALE FINANCE fex FEMALE FINANCE X" FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024 LEADERS 1024 LEADERS 2024

~

HON. ABENA

ABENA
BRIGIDI

CEQO
NIMED CAPITAL

OSEI ASARE (MP)

MINISTRY OF

ABEMNA
OSEI-POKU

AME GHANA

GHAMALAN GHAMALAW
FEMALE FINANCE ol FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 7024 : LEADERS 2024

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

ALICE OSEI
OKRAH

GHAMALAM
J FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

s GHAMAIAM
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

AMMA
FRIMPOMAA
DWUMAH

1S &

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINAMCE

GHAMALAN
Avance!, el FEMALE FINANCE e
L LEADERS 2024 LEADERS 2024

l '
ARETHA
. .| DUKU

GHANALAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

BELINDA
BOAMAH

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

BOATEMAA
BARFOUR-
AWUAH

@ GHAMAIAN
8!t Jrruntt FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

CHARLOTTE
FORSON-ABBEY
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@mnamn
Poanca!, ' FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

P

CHRISTABEL
OKANTEY

GHANALAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

ELSIE ADDO
AWADZI

GHANALAN
PAovance’ s @ FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2074

FRAMNCES

ADU-MANTE

BOARD CHAIR
‘ ABSA BANK
GHANA

@ HANAIAN
Avance FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2814

=

RUI
LIFE INSHR&N(F

@ FEMALE FIN!N(E
LEADERS 7024

MAAME DUFIE
ACHAMPONG-
KYEI OBENG

GHANALAN
@ FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024
e,
- 5

HNANA
AMA POKLU
EPUTY ¢
CDNSCILFDh I'I:Q
j W BANK GHANA

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

CLARA
AMARTEIFIO-
TAYLOR

PARTNER
PWC GHANA

GHAMALAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

ENO
OFORI-ATTA
DEPUTY MD
ADB BANK

JOEHEER
MALE FINANCE
LEADERS 1024

FREDA YAHAN
DUPLAN

BOARD CHAIR
ZENITH BANK
GHANA

JOSEPHINE
ANKOMAH

F[M—ll.i FIN&N(!
LEADERS 7024

MABEL

NANA NYARKOA
'ORBLEY

A 'M NG

!:ANL AMALLIANZ
INSURANCE GHANA

GHAMALAN
@ FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

MNANA ESI
IDUN-ARKHURST

IR B
FIDELITY BANK
GHANA

GHAMNAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2074

PATRICIA
SAFO

CED
JCS INVESTMENTS

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FENANCE
LEADERS 2024

PEARL
NERUMAH
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GHAMNAIAN
Aiance | FEMALE FINAMCE
LEADERS 024

DZIF:
.M.BA COFIE

BI\YF'ORT SSkVINGS

GHANALAN
Bvance’, ot FEMALE FINANCE

LEADERS 2024

@ GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

GRACE
ISAAC-ARYEE
HEAD OF TR ¥
FBN BANK GHnm

@GH&HN&H
Povance! e FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

3‘ JOYCELINE
W | COLEMAN

—
- ! PARTNER
= KPMG GHAN#

MADELINE
METTEY
a]

UBLIC
INVESTMENTS
GHANA

GHAMALAN
@ FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024
OPHELIA
NANA AMA
SARSAH

CEO
DOMNEWELL LIFE
INSURANCE

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FIMANCE
LEADERS 2024

VICTORIA
EWAKWA

GHANALAN
Paio’ 1 @Frmunuucv

LEADERS 2024

ELIZABETH
WYNS-DOGBE

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 1024

EVA

ESSELBA
MENDS

CHIEF DIRECTOR
MINISTRY OF
FINANCE

GHANAIAN
@ FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

HELEN
AMARQUAYE

GHANALAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

KAKRA
DUFFUOR-
NYARKO

STARLIFE
ASSURANCE CO. LTD

GHANALAN
FEMALE FINAMCE
LEADERS 2024

MANSA
NETTEY

de]
STANDARD
CHARTERED GHANA

Porance!.! @ FE H&L! FINMCE
LEADERS 2024

PATIENCE
AKYIANU

CED
HOLLARD GHANA

@ GHANALAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

SHEILA
WRISTBERG
C

IRISK MANAGEMENT
LTD

FEHALE "IHANCI
LEADERS 2024

AFDAKWA
"
ABSA BANK GHANA

GHAMNAIAN
Auance’ bk FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

FATOUMATA
GAKOU

DEPUTY MD
BANK OF AFRICA

@ GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 1024

GHANAIAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

PR UD’E
LIFE INSURANCE

GHANALAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

NANA AKYAA
OBENG-
ADIYIAH

PUTY
GHnNn E:(:M BANK

GHANALAN
FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 1024

PATIENCE
ASANTE
VE
R&C)
FIRST ATLANTIC
BANK

@ GHANAIAN
Hfoance! b FEMALE FINANCE
LEADERS 2024

SYLVIA
INKOOM

FIRST NATIONAL
BANK GHANA

#legacyedition | www.mystorymagazine.com @I




INSPIRING AND BUILDING AFRICA ONE STORY AT A TIME!

A R | ! r
I LI | § .

r
il
'3

¢

CEAFFIATO PaIMT

ABOUT BCK PAINTS

ADDING VIBRANCE TO YOUR WORLD!

At BCK Paints we are passionate about transforming
spaces with color and texture. As a leading manufacturer
of premium textured paint and high-quality acrylic paints,
we bring innovation, creativity, and durability to every
stroke.

Qur mission is to inspire your artistic journey, whether
you're a homeowner, a professional painter, or a DIY
enthusiast. From homes and workplaces, to infrastructure
and precious landmarks, BCK's market-leading brands are
trusted by consumers and professionals alike to help build
a better world.

QO 024 870 7603 | 050 076 0592

® www.bckpaints.com & bckpaints@gmail.com

bekpaints | bekgratfiatopaint (@) Adenta SSNIT Flats, Romick Plaza
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AUTHES GLOBAL

SERVICES:
PERGOLAS | FURNITURE | WOODEN CRAFTS & MORE

030-293-3645 | 024 509 2199

Instagram: authesglobal_llc
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2 LIVING ROOMS

2 FITTED KITCHENS

3-4 CARS PARKING SPACE
SWIMMING POOL
ULTRAMODERN SECURITY
SYSTEM

CANTOMENT
EAST/WEST/NORTH LEGON
EAST LEGON HILLS
LABONE/TSEADDO
KWABENYA ABUOM

ABURI PEDUASE

DODOWA

ASHONGMAN HILLS

We can get you farm and residential lands across Ghana
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